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Introduction

This publication is intended as guidance for the completion and submission of VFR and IFR
Flight Plans (FPLs) and it will be updated and re-issued as necessary. It incorporates
information previously issued by Aeronautical Information Circulars (AICs) on IFR and VFR
Flight, as well as the latest instructions for North Atlantic (NAT) Flight Plans.

Included in this publication are step-by-step instructions for the completion of the CA48/RAF
F2919 FPL Form. The Civil Aviation Authority does not supply copies of the CA48 Form, as it
is becoming more common for FPLs to be submitted direct by electronic means and by fax.
An electronic copy of the FPL Form is available from www.ais.org.uk/aes/en/CA48.PDF.

A blank Flight Plan Form for photocopying is included within this publication at Annex C. In
order to reduce transmission times for Forms that are faxed to an Air Traffic Services Unit
(ATSU), a version without the shaded portions has been provided.

Within the European Region, the integration of IFR Flight Planning has been established to
facilitate the centralisation of Air Traffic Flow Management (ATFM). Consequently, the process
involves automatic data processing, including the issue of Calculated Take Off Times (CTOTs)
where appropriate and other ATFM messages. This publication highlights the importance of
ATSUs being able to contact pilots/operators, in order that queries, the passing of ATFM
messages, or even, perhaps, the rejection of their FPLs, can be dealt with quickly and
effectively.

This publication also references other documents and gives information on how to obtain the
definitive source material should greater detail be required.

Although correct at the time of publication, pilots and Aircraft Operators (AOs) should also
check any relevant AICs and NOTAMs that may amend or change the information contained
in this document.

July 2006 Introduction Page 1
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Glossary

The following terms have been defined to remove any doubt about the meaning of instructions
in the text of the Guide and associated documents. Suitable interpretations, where they exist,
have been selected from national and international documents. Some terms appear in more
than one document and sometimes with different meanings. Only one definition has been
selected for each term and the source identified in brackets. Terms, which have not been
annotated, are those which have specific meanings within the text and have been defined to
avoid ambiguity or misunderstanding. In some cases they are slight modifications of

definitions in other documents (CAP 493).

Aeronautical Fixed
Service (AFS)

Aeronautical Fixed
Station

Aeronautical
Information Publication
(AIP)

Airborne Collision
Avoidance System
(ACAS)

Air Traffic Flow
Management (ATFM).

Air Traffic Services Unit
(ATSU)

Alternate aerodrome

A telecommunication service between specified fixed points provided
primarily for the safety of air navigation and for the regular, efficient and
economical operation of air services (ICAO Doc 4444).

A station in the aeronautical fixed service (ICAO Doc 4444).

A publication issued by or with the authority of a State and containing
aeronautical information of a lasting character essential to air navigation
(ICAO Doc 4444).

An aircraft system based on secondary surveillance radar (SSR)
transponder signals which operates independently of ground-based
equipment to provide advice to the pilot on potential conflicting aircraft
that are equipped with SSR transponders (ICAO Doc 4444).

A service established with the objective of contributing to a safe, orderly
and expeditious flow of air traffic by ensuring that ATC capacity is utilised
to the maximum extent possible, and that the traffic volume is
compatible with the capacities declared by the appropriate ATS authority
(UK AIP).

A generic term meaning variously, air traffic control unit, flight information
centre or air traffic services reporting office (ICAO Doc 4444).

An aerodrome to which an aircraft may proceed when it becomes either

impossible or inadvisable to proceed to or to land at the aerodrome of

intended landing.

Alternate aerodromes include the following:

Take-off alternate An alternate aerodrome at which an aircraft can land

should this become necessary shortly after take-off and it is not possible

to use the aerodrome of departure.

En-route alternate An aerodrome at which an aircraft would be able to

land after experiencing an abnormal or emergency condition while en

route.

Destination alternate An alternate aerodrome to which an aircraft may

proceed should it become either impossible or inadvisable to land at the

aerodrome of intended landing.

NOTE: The aerodrome from which a flight departs may also be an en-
route or a destination alternate aerodrome for that flight (/ICAO
Doc 4444).

July 2006
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Controlled airspace

Controlled flight

Current flight plan (CPL)

Estimated Elapsed Time

(EET)

Estimated Off-Block
Time (EOBT)

Estimated Time of
Arrival (ETA)

Filed Flight Plan

Flight Plan (FPL)

IFR flight

Instrument
Meteorological
Conditions (IMC)

Location Indicator

NOTAM

An airspace of defined dimensions within which air traffic control service

is provided in accordance with the airspace classification (ICAO Doc

4444).

NOTE: Controlled airspace is a generic term which covers ATS airspace
Classes A, B, C, D and E as described in ICAO Annex 11, 2.6.

Any flight which is subject to an air traffic control clearance (ICAO Annex
2/ ICAO Doc 4444).

The flight plan, including changes, if any, brought about by subsequent
clearances (ICAO Annex 2 / ICAO Doc 4444)

When the word "message" is used as a suffix to this term, it denotes the
content and format of the current flight plan data sent from one unit to
another.

The estimated time required to proceed from one significant point to
another (ICAO Doc 4444).

The estimated time at which the aircraft will commence movement
associated with departure (ICAO Annex 2 / ICAO Doc 4444).

For IFR flights, the time at which it is estimated that the aircraft will arrive
over that designated point, defined by reference to navigation aids, from
which it is intended that an instrument approach procedure will be
commenced, or, if no navigation aid is associated with the aerodrome,
the time at which the aircraft will arrive over the aerodrome. For VFR
flights, the time at which it is estimated that the aircraft will arrive over
the aerodrome (ICAO Annex 2/ ICAO Doc 4444).

The flight plan as filed with an ATS unit by the pilot or a designated
representative, without any subsequent changes (ICAO Annex 2 / ICAO
Doc 4444)

When the word "message" is used as a suffix to this term, it denotes the
content and format of the filed flight plan data as transmitted.

Specified information provided to air traffic services units, relative to an
intended flight or portion of a flight of an aircraft (ICAO Annex 2 / ICAO
Doc 4444).

Specifications for flight plans are contained in ICAO Annex 2.

A flight conducted in accordance with the Instrument Flight Rules (Rules
of the Air Regulations).

Meteorological conditions expressed in terms of visibility, distance from
cloud, and ceiling, less than the minima specified for visual
meteorological conditions (ICAO Annex 2 / ICAO Doc 4444)

The specified minima for visual meteorological conditions are contained
in Chapter 3 of Annex 2.

In a control zone, a VFR flight may proceed under instrument
meteorological conditions if and as authorised by air traffic control.

A fourletter code group formulated in accordance with rules prescribed
by ICAO and assigned to the location of an aeronautical fixed station
(ICAO Doc 4444,).

A notice distributed by means of telecommunication containing
information concerning the establishment, condition or change in any
aeronautical facility, service, procedure or hazard, the timely knowledge
of which is essential to personnel concerned with flight operations (UK
AlP).

July 2006
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Repetitive Flight Plan A flight plan related to a series of frequently recurring, regularly operated

(RPL) individual flights with identical basic features, submitted by an operator
for retention and repetitive use by ATS units (ICAO Annex 2 /ICAO Doc
4444).

Special VFR Flight A flight made at any time in a control zone which is Class A airspace, orin

any other control zone in IMC or at night, in respect of which the
appropriate air traffic control unit has given permission for the flight to be
made in accordance with special instructions given by that unit instead of
in accordance with the Instrument Flight Rules and in the course of which
flight the aircraft complies with any instructions given by that unit and
remains clear of cloud and in sight of the surface (Rules of the Air

Regulations).
VFR flight A flight conducted in accordance with the Visual Flight Rules (Rules of
the Air Regulations).
Visual Meteorological Meteorological conditions expressed in terms of visibility, distance from
Conditions (VMC) cloud, and ceiling, equal to or better than specified minima (/CAO Annex

2 /ICAO Doc 4444)
NOTE: The specified minima are contained in ICAO Annex 2, Chapter 4.

July 2006 Glossary Page 3
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Acronyms/Abbreviations

ATFM Air Traffic Flow Management

ACC Area Control Centre

ACH ATC Flight Plan Change

ACK Acknowledgement

ADEXP ATS Data Exchange Presentation

AFIL Air-Filed Flight Plan

AFP ATC Flight Plan Proposal

AFTN Aeronautical Fixed Telecommunications Network
AIM ATFM Information Message

AIP Aeronautical Information Publication

ANM ATFM Notification Message

AO Aircraft Operator

APL ATC Flight Plan

APR Aircraft Operator Position Report

ARCC Aeronautical Rescue Co-ordination Centre
ARR Arrival (Message)

ATFM Air Traffic Flow Management

ATFCM Air Traffic Flow and Capacity Management
ATM Air Traffic Management

ATS Air Traffic service

ATSU Air Traffic Service Unit

BOTA Brest Oceanic Transition Area

CASA Computer Allocated Slot Allocation (System)
CFMU Central Flow Management Unit

CHG Change (Message)

CNL Cancel (Message)

CPR Correlated Position Report

CRAM Conditional Route Availability Message
CTA Control Area

CTOT Calculated Take-off Time

CTR Control Zone

DEP Departure (Message)

DES De-Suspension (Message)

DLA Delay (Message)

DOF Date of Flight
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EAT
EATMP
ECAC
EET
EOBT
ETA
ETFMS
ETOT
EUR
FAM
FDO
FDOD
FIR
FLAS
FLS
FMD
FMP
FPL
FSA
GAT
ICAO
IFPS
IFPU
IFPZ
IFR
IMC
MAN
MASP
MNPS
MNPSA
MTOW
MTWA
NAT
NATS
NERS
NLST

Expected Approach Time

Eurocontrol European Air Traffic Management Programme
European Civil Aviation Conference

Estimated Elapsed Time

Estimated Off Block Time

Estimated Time of Arrival

Enhanced Tactical Flow Management System
Estimated Take Off Time

European

Flight Activation Monitoring

Flight Data Operations

Flight Data Operations Division

Flight Information Region

Flight Level Allocation Scheme

Flight Suspension (Message)

Flow Management Division

Flow Management Position

Flight Plan

Flight System Activation (Message)

General Air Traffic

International Civil Aviation Organisation
Integrated Initial Flight Plan Processing System
IFPS Unit

Initial Flight Planning Zone

Instrument Flight Rules

Instrument Meteorological Conditions

Manual Repair (Message)

Minimum Aircraft System Performance Specification
Minimum Navigation Performance Specification
Minimum Navigation Performance Specification Airspace
Maximum Take Off Weight

Maximum Total Weight Authorised

North Atlantic Region

National Air Traffic Services Ltd

North Atlantic European Routing Scheme

New List

July 2006
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NM Network Manager

NMS Network Management Specialist

NOTA Northern Oceanic Transition Area

OACC Oceanic Area Control Centre

OAT Operational Air Traffic

OCA Oceanic Control Area

ORM Operational Reply Message

OTS Organised Track System

RAD Route Availability Document

REA Ready (Message)

REJ Rejected (Message)

RFL Requested Flight Level

RLST Revised List

RPL Repetitive Flight Plan

RREC Repetitive Flight plan Recovery Message
RSUS Repetitive Flight plan Suspension Message
RTF Radiotelephony

RVSM Reduced Vertical Separation Minima

SAM Slot Allocation Message

SARPs Standards and Recommended Practices (ICAO)
SDR Standard Departure Route

SITA Societe Internationale de Telecommunications Aeronautiques
SLC Slot Cancellation (Message)

SRM Slot Revision Message

SSR Secondary Surveillance Radar

SOTA Shannon Oceanic Transition Area

STAR Standard Arrival Route

STS Status

SVFR Special Visual Flight Rules

TACT CFMU Tactical (System)

TC Traffic Co-ordinator

™ Traffic Manager

UNHCR United Nations High Commission for Refugees
VFR Visual Flight Rules

VHF Very High Frequency

VMC Visual Meteorological Conditions

July 2006
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Chapter 1  General Procedures - IFR and VFR

1.1

1.2

2.1

Flight Rules and Categories of FPL

Subject to the mandatory requirements of airspace classification shown in paragraph
2, below, a pilot may file a VFR or IFR Flight Plan for any flight. When flying in
different types of airspace, a pilot may indicate if the aircraft will fly VFR first, then
change to IFR; or vice versa.

There are three categories of FPL:
a) Full Flight Plans - the information filed on the FPL Form (CA48/RAF F2919);
b) Repetitive Flight Plans (see Chapter 4); and

c) Abbreviated Flight Plans - the limited information required to obtain a clearance
for a portion of flight, filed either by telephone prior to take-off or by radiotelephony
(RTF) when airborne (See paragraph 3).

NOTE: The destination aerodrome will be advised of the flight only if the flight plan
information covers the whole route of the flight.

When to File an FPL

An FPL may be filed for any flight.

An FPL must be filed in the following circumstances:

Type of Airspace / Flight Type of FPL

all flights within Class A Airspace only IFR allowed

all flights within any Controlled Airspace in IMC or at night (including IFR
those operating under SVFR)

all flights within any Controlled Airspace, if the flight is to be IFR
conducted in accordance with IFR

all flights within Class B - D Controlled Airspace irrespective of IFR or VFR
weather conditions

any flight from an aerodrome in the United Kingdom, being a flight IFR or VFR
whose destination is more than 40 km from the aerodrome of
departure and the aircraft Maximum Total Weight Authorised exceeds
5700 kg

all flights to or from the United Kingdom which will cross the United IFR or VFR
Kingdom FIR Boundary

any flight in Class F Airspace wishing to participate in the Air Traffic IFR or VFR
Advisory Service

Table 1 Types of Airspace / Flight

July 2006
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2.2

3.1

3.2

3.3

5.1

5.2

5.3

It is advisable to file a VFR or IFR FPL if the flight involves flying:
a) over the sea, more than 10 nm from the UK coastline;

b) over sparsely populated areas where Search and Rescue operations would be
difficult; or

¢) into an area in which search and rescue operations are in progress. The flight plan
should include the expected times of entering and leaving the area and the details
must also be passed to the parent ACC. The ACC will notify Kinloss ARCC.

Abbreviated Flight Plans

An Abbreviated Flight Plan is the limited information required to obtain a clearance for
a portion of flight, filed either by telephone prior to take-off or by radiotelephony (RTF)
when airborne. This might apply in the case of a required clearance to fly in a Control
Zone (CTR) or crossing an Airway. No flight plan form is submitted and the destination
aerodrome will not be informed.

In the case of a departure from an aerodrome within a CTR, an Abbreviated FPL may
be sufficient to obtain an ATC clearance to depart the aerodrome and route to the
appropriate CTR/CTA boundary and fulfils the requirement for "Booking Out" (see
paragraph 4 below). However, some aerodromes require aircraft to follow designated
noise preferential routes, which may be identified as Standard Departure Routes
(SDRs) depending on the outbound track of the flight.

A Full flight plan must be filed if the pilot requires the destination aerodrome to be
notified of the flight.

Booking Out

Rule 20 of the Rules of the Air Regulations 1996 requires a pilot intending to make a
flight to inform the Air Traffic Service Unit (ATSU) at the aerodrome of departure, an
action known as "Booking Out". Filing an FPL constitutes compliance with this Rule.
The action of "Booking Out", however, does not involve flight details being transmitted
to any other ATSU.

Submission Time Parameters

The general ICAO requirement is that FPLs should be filed on the ground at least 60
minutes before clearance to start-up or taxi is requested. The "Estimated Off Block
Time" (EOBT) is used as the planned departure time in flight planning, not the planned
airborne time. Exceptionally, in cases where it is impossible to meet this requirement,
pilots or Aircraft Operators (AOs) should give as much notice as possible, but never
less than 30 minutes.

In order to comply with the requirements of the Integrated Initial Flight Plan
Processing System (IFPS), FPLs for IFR flights should be filed a minimum of 60
minutes before Estimated Off Block Time (EOBT) (see Chapter 4).

IFR flights on the North Atlantic and on routes subject to Air Traffic Flow
Management, should be filed a minimum of 3 hours before EOBT (see Chapter 4).

July 2006
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54

55

5.6

7.1

7.2

7.2.1

7.2.2

The Date of Flight (DOF) must be included in Item 18 of the FPL for all flights planned
for the following day or beyond.

NOTE: FPS will not accept FPLs submitted more than 120 hours in advance of the
flight taking place.

An Abbreviated or Full FPL can be filed on RTF when airborne with any ATSU but
normally with the appropriate FIR controller. If the FPL contains an intention to enter
Controlled Airspace or certain Control Zones/Control Areas, at least 10 minutes prior
warning of entry must be given. In all cases, the message should start with the words
"l wish to file an airborne FPL". However, the filing of Full FPLs on the RTF is to be
discouraged due to the delay likely to be caused by controller workload and
congestion on the frequency.

The requirements for the submission of a Repetitive FPL are detailed in Chapter 4.
Submitting an FPL Through the Departure Aerodrome ATSU

A written FPL, which is filed through the ATSU at the departure aerodrome, must be
submitted on the FPL form CA48/RAF F2919. The local ATSU may assist in compiling
FPLs and checking them. However, the ultimate responsibility for filing an accurate
FPL rests with the pilot or AQ. If the departure aerodrome is not connected to the
Aeronautical Fixed Telecommunications Network (AFTN), the pilot is responsible for
arranging for the FPL to be filed with the appropriate Parent Unit (see also paragraph
8).

Addressing Flight Plans

Increasingly the responsibility for originating the FPL and its associated messages is
being delegated by ATC to airlines and AOs. In such instances the responsibility for
completing all parts of the form, including the addressing, rests with them. Although
the ultimate responsibility for filing an accurate FPL rests with the pilot or operator,
those who file through an ATSU or Parent Unit will be given assistance by ATC.

The UK is a participating State in the Integrated Initial Flight Plan Processing System
(IFPS). IFPS is the only system for the distribution of IFR General Air Traffic (GAT)
flight plans and associated messages to Air Traffic Service Units (ATSUs) within the
participating European States - the IFPS Zone. The roles and responsibilities of IFPS,
with regard to addressing FPL, are detailed in Chapter 4.

Although IFPS handles IFR flight plans, it will not process the VFR portions of any
mixed VFR/IFR flight plan.

Anincident involving a mixed IFR/VFR flight highlighted the importance of the FPL and
all associated messages being correctly addressed, especially when departure or
destination aerodromes are omitted.

Example

An aircraft is planned to depart under VFR from an aerodrome in the UK with the
intention of later joining controlled airspace flying under IFR. It is then planned to leave
controlled airspace and proceed under VFR to a destination in France.

In this example, IFPS will process the IFR portion of the flight (notifying appropriate
ATSUs along the route), but it will not distribute the flight plan information to either
the departure or destination aerodromes, as they are included in the VFR portion of
the FPL.

July 2006
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7.3
7.4
7.5

8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

Therefore, in order to ensure that all relevant ATSUs are included in the flight plan
message distribution, pilots or Aircraft Operators should make certain that whenever
a flight plan contains portions of the flight operated under VFR, in addition to IFR, the
FPL must be addressed to:

e |FPS (EGZYIFPS)
e Aerodrome of departure
¢ Aerodrome of destination

e All FIRs that the flight will route through under VFR (in UK address to EGZYVFRP
for Scottish/Oceanic FIRs and/or EGZYVFRT for London FIR).

Additional VFR FPL addressing is detailed in Chapter 2.
Additional IFR FPL addressing is detailed in Chapter 3.

Further addressing information is available in the UK AIP (ENR Section 1.10), and in
the CAP 550 "Random FPL AFTN Address Book", available for reference at ATSUs.
Additionally, CAP 550 is available in electronic format at www.caa.co.uk (this will link
to NATS/AIS website (login required)) or may be purchased through Tangent
Marketing Services Limited, details as listed below:

Tangent Marketing Services Limited

37 Windsor Street Tel: +44 (0) 870 8871410
Cheltenham, Glos. Fax: +44 (0) 870 8871411
GL52 2DG E-mail: sales@tangentuk.com

UK Parent ATSU System

Facilities exist within the UK for the interchange of messages for aerodromes not
connected to the AFTN, and also for aerodromes without an ATSU, through the use
of nominated ATSUs which have the capability to act as Parent ATSUs (Parent Units).

The map at Annex A shows the areas of responsibility for each Parent Unit. Any pilot
or operator at an aerodrome which does not have an ATSU, or is not on the AFTN, and
who wishes to file an FPL, should file their FPL to the appropriate Parent Unit that is
responsible for their departure aerodrome. This procedure also applies if an FPL
needs to be filed outside the hours of operation of the ATSU at the departure
aerodrome.

The staff at the Parent Unit will assist in the completion of the FPL if required and will
address it appropriately for processing through the AFTN. It is preferable to fax the
FPL, if possible, and include the telephone contact of the pilot or operator in case of
a query. When the pilot or operator requires specific addresses, in addition to those
normally inserted by the ATSU for that flight, it should be ensured that such
requirements are notified at the time of filing the FPL. Operators and pilots are
reminded of the importance of adhering to the submission time requirements
detailed in this publication when filing with a Parent Unit.

The pilot is responsible for ensuring that the departure time is passed to the Parent
Unit with whom the FPL has been filed, so as to activate the FPL and to enable the
DEP message to be sent to the appropriate addressees. Arrangements should be
made for a "responsible person" on the ground to telephone the departure time to the
Parent Unit. Failure to pass the departure time will result in the FPL remaining
inactive. Consequently, this could result in the destination aerodrome not being
aware that the aircraft is airborne and any necessary alerting action may not then be
taken.
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8.5

9.1

9.2

10

10.1

10.2
10.2.1

Exceptionally, the Flight Information Region (FIR) Controller at the ACC will accept
departure times on RTF from pilots who have departed from aerodromes where there
is no ATSU, or it is outside the hours of operation. The pilot is to request the Controller
to pass the departure time to the Parent Unit to which the FPL was submitted.
However, controller workload may cause a delay in forwarding such departure
messages.

Parent Unit

Telephone Number(s)

Facsimile Number(s)

London Heathrow

+44 (0) 20 8745 3111/3163

+44 (0) 20 8745 3491/3492

Manchester +44 (0) 161 499 5502/5500 +44 (0) 161 499 5504
Scottish ACC +44 (0) 1292 692679 +44 (0) 1292 671048
Table 2 Contact Numbers for Parent Units

Action When the Destination Aerodrome has no ATSU or AFTN Link

If a pilot has filed an FPL to a destination that does not have an active ATSU, and is
not connected to the AFTN, they are required to pass the ETA, prior to departure, to
a "responsible person" at the destination aerodrome. In the event of the aircraft failing
to arrive at the destination aerodrome within 30 minutes of the notified ETA, the
‘'responsible person” must immediately advise the Parent Unit in order that alerting
action may be commenced.

Exceptionally, where a pilot is unable to find someone to act as a "responsible person’
at the destination aerodrome, they may contact the appropriate Parent Unit prior to
departure and request that it acts in this capacity. In this case, the pilot must contact
the Parent Unit within 30 minutes of the ETA (calculated from the FPL and departure
time), as failure to do so will trigger alerting action.

Flight Planning in Remote Areas

Introduction

Pilots may file a flight plan for any flight, but it is most advisable to file an FPL if flying
over the sea more than 10 nautical miles from the UK coast, or over sparsely
populated areas where search and rescue operations may be difficult.

Flight Planning and alerting action

Filing an FPL makes the ATSU at the destination aerodrome aware of an inbound
aircraft's planned flight details. Once the FPL DEP message has been received, the
destination aerodrome calculates the aircraft's estimated time of arrival (ETA). If the
aircraft fails to arrive or make communication, the ATSU will start overdue action 30
minutes after the calculated ETA. Preliminary action will be taken to confirm the flight
plan details and departure time. The supplementary flight plan information (which is
not normally transmitted with the FPL) will be requested from the departure
aerodrome. If the FPL has been filed for a departure from an aerodrome not
connected to the AFTN, the pilot should indicate in Item 18 where the Supplementary
FPL information can be obtained from (such as the Parent ATSU if the FPL has been
filed through them).

NOTE: Booking Out does not constitute filing a flight plan.
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10.2.2

10.2.3

10.2.4

10.2.5

11

11.6
11.7

If no FPL is filed, the destination aerodrome may not know that the aircraft is inbound
to them, and will not be able to calculate an ETA, nor will they be prepared to initiate
alerting action, unless additional information comes to their notice that an aircraft is
in difficulties.

Searching for an aircraft that may have forced landed in difficult terrain or a sparsely
populated area, or ditched in a large expanse of water, can be a difficult and lengthy
process. The sooner an ATSU can detect that an aircraft needs assistance and alerts
search and rescue services, the better for all concerned.

Itis also important that if a pilot does file an FPL and then lands elsewhere, they notify
the original destination without delay. When landing at an alternate aerodrome with
an ATSU, it can be expected that the ATSU will send an arrival message on the pilot's
behalf. However, it is important that the pilot informs the ATSU that they have
diverted from the planned destination. Failure to notify the original destination may
cause unnecessary search and rescue action to be initiated.

Specific FPL addressing requirements are detailed in Chapter 2.
Low Level Cross-Channel Operations - UK/France

Pilots undertaking Cross-Channel flights are reminded that a flight plan must be filed
for all flights to or from the United Kingdom which will cross the United Kingdom/
France FIR Boundary.

When filing the flight plan with the UK and French Authorities, pilots are to ensure that
well defined significant points/features at which the aircraft will cross the UK and
French coast-lines are included in Item 18 (Other Information) of the flight plan form
(e.g. Beachy Head, Berck-sur-Mer, Lydd, Boulogne, Dover, Cap Gris Nez, etc.). This
is for Search and Rescue purposes but will also assist ATC.

Pilots should plan their flights, where possible, at such altitudes, which would enable
radio contact to be maintained with the appropriate ATSU whilst the aircraft is
transitting the Channel. In addition, the French Authorities have requested that
aircraft fly at altitudes, which will keep them within Radar cover. The carriage of
Secondary Surveillance Radar (SSR) equipment is recommended.

Position reports are required when crossing the coast outbound, inbound and when
crossing the FIR Boundary.

Pilots undertaking Cross-Channel flights under IFR are reminded that the normal IFR
Rules will apply, particularly regarding altitudes and flight levels. Pilots are also
reminded that the IMC rating is not recognised by the French Authorities.

Specific FPL addressing requirements are detailed in Chapter 2.

In UK Airspace, a bi-directional Recommended VFR Route between the Solent CTA
and the Channel Islands CTR, routeing towards the Cherbourg Peninsula is
established (See UK AIP AD 2-EGJJ-3-1). All traffic using the route above 3000 ft amsl|
are advised to maintain the appropriate quadrantal flight level, irrespective of the flight
rules being observed. Pilots flying above 3000 ft amsl are reminded of the
requirement to maintain an appropriate semi-circular level whilst within the French
FIR.
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12

13

13.1

13.2
13.2.1

13.2.2

13.2.3

13.3
13.3.1

13.3.2

13.3.3

13.3.4

13.4
13.4.1

13.4.2

Action in the Event of Diversion

If a pilot lands at an aerodrome other than the destination specified in the FPL, they
must ensure that the ATSU at the original destination is informed within 30 minutes
of the ETA (calculated from the FPL and departure time). This will avoid unnecessary
search and rescue action being taken by the Alerting Services.

Delays, Departures, Modifications and Cancellations to a Filed Flight Plan

General

Having filed an FPL, pilots or AOs may require to change the existing FPL details. In
most cases, a standard modification message can be sent. However, in some cases,
the original FPL must be cancelled and a new FPL submitted. A second FPL cannot
simply be used to amend the first (See also paragraph 13.5).

Delays

ICAO requires that an appropriate delay message (DLA) must be sent if the EOBT is
more than 30 minutes later than that already shown in the FPL.

It is important that, in the event of a delay of 30 minutes or more to the EOBT, the
pilot advises the departure aerodrome ATSU/Parent Unit, so that a DLA message can
be sent.

In order to meet the requirements of ATFM, all IFR aircraft operating within Europe
must have any changes to their EOBT of +/- 15 minutes notified to the Integrated
Flight Plan Processing System (IFPS). Full details are shown in Chapter 4 of this
publication.

Departures

It is also important that the DEP message is sent, as this activates the FPL. Although
the ATSU at the departure aerodrome has the responsibility to send the FPL and DEP
message by AFTN, it would be sensible to check that this has been done, especially
when departing from a non-UK aerodrome. If there is no ATSU at the departure
aerodrome, or the ATSU is not connected to the AFTN, the pilot must ensure that the
departure time is passed to the Parent Unit for onward transmission.

A DEP message is not required if an IFR FPL has been filed with IFPS and the flight
will operate solely within the IFPS Zone (see also Chapter 4).

DEP messages must always be sent for VFR FPLs and IFR FPLs operating outside
Controlled Airspace (CAS) or outside the IFPS Zone.

Failure to activate the FPL could result in the destination aerodrome not being
aware that alerting action should be taken.

Modifications

Other modifications to a filed FPL, such as a change in aircraft type, speed, level,
route, etc, can be notified using a change (CHG) message.

It is also important that when any changes or modifications are made to the original
FPL, that a change (CHG) message is transmitted to all the addressees that will be
affected by the change or modification. In the case of FPLs filed with IFPS, and as
long as the CHG message is sent to them, IFPS will do this automatically for the IFR
portions of the FPL.
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13.5
13.5.1

13.5.2

14

141

14.2

14.3

14.4

15

Cancellations

Any changes to aircraft callsign, point of departure and/or destination will require the
original FPL to be cancelled and a new FPL submitted.

Should the flight be cancelled, for any reason it is equally important to ensure that a
cancellation (CNL) message is transmitted to all the original FPL addressees. In the
case of FPLs filed with IFPS, and as long as the CNL message is sent to them, IFPS
will do this automatically for the IFR portion of the FPL.

Cancelling an IFR FPL in Flight

If a pilot has begun a flight in Controlled Airspace under an IFR FPL he may decide on
encountering VMC that he wishes to cancel his IFR FPL and fly under VFR, provided
he is not flying in Class A airspace, where all flights are subject to IFR procedures.

In classes of Controlled Airspace where a choice of Flight Rules is possible in VMC,
the pilot may cancel an IFR FPL by transmitting the following message to the ATSU:

"(identification) - Cancel IFR FPL".

ATC cannot approve or disapprove cancellation of an IFR FPL but, when in possession
of information that IMC is likely to be encountered along the intended route of flight,
will advise the pilot accordingly as follows:

"IMC reported (or forecast) in the vicinity of........

The fact that a pilot reports that he is flying in VMC does not in itself constitute
cancellation of an IFR FPL. Unless cancellation action is taken, the flight will continue
to be regulated in relation to other IFR traffic.

Persons On Board

The number of persons on board a flight for which an FPL has been filed must be
available to ATC for search and rescue purposes for the period up to the ETA at the
destination aerodrome plus one hour. If this information has been sent to the AQ's
handling agency at destination, no further action is required. Otherwise, the
information is to be made available as follows:

a) Where the AO or handling agency at the departure aerodrome closes before the
ETA plus one hour, the AO or handling agency must lodge the number on board
with the ATSU serving the aerodrome of departure;

b) Where the departure aerodrome ATSU closes down before the ETA plus one hour,
that ATSU must lodge the number directly with the appropriate Area Control
Centre (ACC); and

c) At aerodromes without an ATSU, where the aerodrome closes before ETA at
destination plus one hour, the aerodrome operator or handling agency must lodge
the name and address of officials who have access to flight departure records with
the appropriate ACC, so that they can be contacted as necessary, either direct or
through the local police.

NOTE: The procedure above only applies if "TBN" (or similar) has been inserted in
ltem 19 to indicate that the total number of persons on board was not known
at the time of filing the FPL.

July 2006

Chapter 1 Page 8



CAP 694 The UK Flight Planning Guide

16 Reference Documentation

a) ICAO Annex 2, Chapter 3.3

b) ICAO Doc 4444 Chapter 4, Chapter 11, Chapter 16 and Appendix 2

¢) ICAO Doc 7030/4 Regional Supplementary Procedures, Part EUR and Part NAT
d) Central Flow Management Unit (CFMU) Handbook

e) Integrated Initial Flight Plan Processing System (IFPS) Users Manual (part of the
CFMU Handbook)

f) UK Integrated Aeronautical Information Package, Part ENR of the AIP
g) CAP 550 Random Flight Plan AFTN Address Book

h) North Atlantic MNPS Airspace Operations Manual

i) CAP 493 Manual of Air Traffic Services (MATS) - Part 1

)} Rules of the Air Regulations
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Chapter 2 VFR Flight Planning

1 When to File a VFR Flight Plan
See Chapter 1, paragraph 2.

2 Highland and Island Airports Limited
Highland and Island Airports Limited have highlighted the specific remoteness of
some of their airports and the CAA considers it appropriate to emphasise the advice
to pilots to file a flight plan when flying to or from the following HIAL aerodromes:
Barra (EGPR) Kirkwall (EGPA)

Benbecula (EGPL) Stornoway (EGPO)
Campbeltown (EGEC) Sumburgh (EGPB)
Inverness (EGPE) Tiree (EGPU)
Islay (EGPI) Wick (EGPC)

3 Submission Time Parameters
VFR flight plans should be submitted to the ATSU at the departure aerodrome at least
60 minutes before clearance to start up or taxi is requested. The local ATSU, if
required, will assist in compiling the flight plan. If the departure aerodrome is not
connected to the AFTN, the pilot is responsible for arranging for the ATSU to dispatch
the completed flight plan via the Parent Unit (see Chapter 1 paragraph 8). If the
departure aerodrome has no ATSU, the pilot must arrange for the flight plan to be
passed to the aerodrome's Parent Unit for onward transmission.

4 Addressing VFR Flight Plans

4.1 When addressing a VFR flight plan it is important to note that in addition to addressing
the Destination Aerodrome, and, when applicable, the appropriate adjacent foreign
FIR(s), it must also be addressed to the appropriate UK FIR(s), when entering or
remaining within them, as listed below:

a) EGZYVFRP  Scottish and Oceanic FIRs; and
b) EGZYVFRT  London FIR.

4.2 For addressing Cross-Channel flight plans see paragraph 7.2.3.

4.3 Further addressing information is available in the UK AIP (ENR Section), and in the
CAP 550 "Random FPL AFTN Address Book", available for reference at ATSUs.
Additionally, CAP 550 is available in electronic format at www.caa.co.uk (this will link
to NATS/AIS website (login required)), or may be purchased through Tangent
Marketing Services Limited, details as listed below:

Tangent Marketing Services Limited
37 Windsor Street
Cheltenham, Glos.
GL52 2DG
Tel: +44 (0) 870 8871410
Fax: +44 (0) 870 8871411
E-mail: sales@tangentuk.com
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7.1

7.2
7.2.1

7.2.2

VFR Flight Plans with portion(s) of flight operated as IFR

IFPS is the only source for the distribution of IFR/General Air Traffic (GAT) flight plans
and associated messages to ATSUs within the participating European States - the
IFPS Zone. Although IFPS handles IFR flight plans, it will not process the VFR
portions of any mixed VFR/IFR flight plan. Therefore, in order to ensure that all
relevant ATSUs are included in the flight plan message distribution, pilots or Aircraft
Operators should make certain that whenever a flight plan contains portions of the
flight operated under VFR, in addition to IFR, the FPL must be addressed to:

a) IFPS (EGZYIFPS);
b) Aerodrome of departure;
c) Aerodrome of destination;

d) All FIRs that the flight will route through as VFR (in UK address to EGZYVFRP for
Scottish/Oceanic FIRs and/or EGZYVFRT for London FIR); and

e) Any additional addressees specifically required by State or Aerodrome Authorities.
Airborne Time

The pilot is responsible for ensuring that the airborne time of the flight is passed to
the ATSU with whom the flight plan has been filed. The ATSU will ensure that the
departure (DEP) message is sent to the appropriate addressees. The pilot should try
to arrange for a 'responsible person' on the ground to telephone the airborne time to
the ATSU, as passing it over the RTF may, due to controller workload, lead to a delay
in sending a departure message. Failure to pass the airborne time will result in the
flight plan remaining inactive; consequently, this could result in the destination
aerodrome not being aware that alerting action should be taken.

Cross-Channel Flight Planning

Introduction

The CAA have received reports that some VFR flight plans, filed for flights between
France and the United Kingdom, have not been received at the UK destination
aerodrome. Although these reports are infrequent, they nevertheless identify a
significant safety aspect of cross-channel flight planning. The ability of the Air Traffic
Service Unit at the destination aerodrome to be aware of an inbound flight is a key
factor to alert search and rescue services, when appropriate.

Pilots' Responsibilities

The pilot is responsible for submitting (filing) an FPL to the Air Traffic Service Unit
(ATSU) at the departure aerodrome at least 60 minutes before clearance to start up
or taxi is requested. The local ATSU will, if required, assist the pilot to complete the
FPL. If there is no ATSU at the departure aerodrome, or the ATSU is not connected
to the Aeronautical Fixed Telecommunication Network (AFTN), the pilot must ensure
that the FPL is passed to the aerodrome's Air Traffic Services Parent Unit for onward
transmission (see Chapter 1, paragraph 8).

If pilots send their FPLs by fax, or make use of a computer based FPL system, they
should assure themselves that the FPL has been accepted and has been transmitted
by AFTN on their behalf. A telephone call to the ATSU receiving the FPL, or contact
with the ATSU at the aerodrome of departure, will enable pilots to confirm that their
FPL has been received, accepted and transmitted.
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7.2.3

7.2.4

7.3
7.3.1

7.3.2

7.4

7.5

Flight Plan Addressing

The FPL should be addressed to:

a) the destination aerodrome;

b) all interested ATSUs en-route;

c) the London FIR - EGZYVFRT;

d) the Scottish/Oceanic FIRs - EGZYVFRP (when necessary); and

e) all foreign FIRs that the aircraft will fly through or land/depart from.
Flight Plan Route

Pilots must ensure that well defined, significant points are included in the FPL to
indicate where the aircraft will cross the UK or near continent coastlines. This
information should be shown in Item 15 (Route) or Item 18 (Other information: EET/).

Flight Plan Route - Flights to/from France

Additionally, for flights to/from France, the French Authorities require the frontier
crossing point (the UK/France FIR boundary position) to be included in Item 15 (Route)
of the FPL. To assist pilots, the UK now includes the ATS route reporting points on
the Southern England and Wales 1:500 000 chart. These can be used as a frontier
crossing point. A position may also be shown as LAT/LONG, or as a bearing and
distance from a route reporting point or navigation aid.

Example:

Cap Gris Nez - RINTI

Cap Gris Nez - 51N00130E
Cap Gris Nez - RINTI23005
Cap Gris Nez - DVR16010

The EET for this position should be shown in Item 18 of the FPL (Other information)
in the format EET/LFFF(elapsed time) or EET/EGTT (elapsed time), depending on
flight direction.

Example: EET/LFFF0145 (UK/France) or EET/EGTT0020 (France/UK).
Flight Plan Route - Flights to/from Channel Islands

Recommended VFR routes from the Solent CTA to the Channel Islands are shown in
the UK AIP, in the Aerodrome Section - Jersey, page AD 2-EGJJ-3-1.

Return Flight Plans filed from the UK

Pilots may elect to file their return FPLs at the same time as they file their outbound
FPL. The normal requirement is to address the FPL solely to the aerodrome of
departure. However, if the pilot also adds the addressee of the destination
aerodrome, then this will ensure that the return destination in the UK is aware of the
intended return flight, just in case the return FPL is not transmitted from the non-UK
country. If the return flight occurs on a different day, pilots must ensure that the date
of flight (DOF) is shown in Item 18 of the FPL.

Example:
DOF/060922 (DOF/year/month/day = Date of flight 22 September 2006)

Flight Planning in Remote Areas

See Chapter 1, paragraph 10.
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Chapter 3  Special VFR

1.1

1.2

2.1

2.2

2.3

3.1

3.2

3.3

Introduction

A Special VFR Flight (SVFR) is a flight made at any time in a control zone which is
Class A airspace, or in any other control zone in IMC or at night, in respect of which
the appropriate air traffic control unit has given permission for the flight to be made
in accordance with special instructions given by that unit instead of in accordance
with the Instrument Flight Rules and in the course of which flight the aircraft complies
with any instructions given by that unit and remains clear of cloud and in sight of the
surface.

A Special VFR clearance may be requested without the submission of a full flight plan.
However, brief details of the proposed flight are required to be passed to the
appropriate ATSU before an SVFR clearance is issued.

Regulations

In the UK, VFR flight is not permitted at night. That means that every pilot who flies
in uncontrolled airspace between evening civil twilight and morning civil twilight must
follow the Instrument Flight Rules.

Rules 29, 31 and 32 lay down the rules for IFR flight within controlled airspace,
including the filing of a flight plan and the obtaining and obeying of an air traffic control
clearance. Pilots without an instrument rating are normally prohibited from flying
under IFR in controlled airspace, although an IMC rating will suffice in Class D and E
airspace in the UK. However, flight may be possible with a 'Special VFR' clearance in
some control zones.

Clearance for Special VFR flight in the UK is an authorisation by ATC for pilots to fly
within a Control Zone although they are unable to comply with IFR. In exceptional
circumstances, requests for Special VFR flight may be granted for aircraft with an all-
up weight exceeding 5700 kg and capable of flight under IFR. Special VFR clearance
is only granted when traffic conditions permit it to take place without hindrance to the
normal IFR flights, but for aircraft using certain notified lanes, routes and local flying
areas, special conditions may be applied (see paragraph 4.5).

Flight Planning Requirements

If intending to take advantage of SVFR privileges, pilots must ensure that ATC
understands their requirements and any limitations that might affect their ability to
accept the clearance given to them.

A Full FPL is not required for a Special VFR flight, but ATC must be given brief details
of the call sign, aircraft type and pilot's intentions. These details may be passed either
by RTF or, at busy aerodromes, through the Flight Clearance Office.

A Full FPL must be filed if the pilot requires the destination aerodrome to be notified
of the flight. The CA48 flight plan should be filed as normal, with "I" as the flight rules
written in ltem 8 (IFR). Any part of the route in which the pilot requires SVFR clearance
must be clearly stated, and Item 15 is suitable to show this requirement. When
completing Item 15, designate the point(s) on the boundary of controlled airspace at
which you intend to enter or leave, and write "SVFR" as your routeing within the
control zone. Once in radio contact, if you are unable to accept flight in IMC, you must
inform ATC.
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4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Special VFR Clearance

Requests for Special VFR clearance to enter a Control Zone, or to transit a Control
Zone, may be made to the ATC authority whilst airborne. Aircraft departing from
aerodromes adjacent to a Control Zone boundary and wishing to enter may obtain
Special VFR clearance either prior to take-off by telephone or by RTF when airborne.
In any case, all such requests must specify the ETA for the selected entry point and
must be made 5-10 minutes beforehand.

The specific conditions associated with SVFR clearances in each control zone are
published in the UK AIP (AD 2 Section) for individual aerodromes.

Special VFR is permitted in the UK at night. However, in general terms, SVFR is a
specific clearance within the Instrument Flight Rules, and pilots should treat any such
clearance as merely relaxing the requirements to fly as IFR rather than being an
extension of VFR. In any case, an SVFR clearance can only be given if traffic and
controller workload allows.

Without prejudice to existing weather limitations on Special VFR flights at specific
aerodromes (as detailed within the AD 2 Section) ATC will not issue a Special VFR
clearance to any fixed-wing aircraft intending to depart from an aerodrome within a
Control Zone, when the official meteorological report indicates that the visibility is
1800 m or less and/or the cloud ceiling is less than 600 ft.

Aircraft using the access lanes and local flying areas notified for Denham, White
Waltham and Fairoaks in the London CTR, and any temporary Special Access Lanes
which may be notified from time to time, will be considered as Special VFR flights and
compliance with the procedures published for the relevant airspace will be accepted
as compliance with an ATC clearance. As such, flight plans are not required to be filed
and separate requests should not be made nor will separate clearances be given.
Separation between aircraft, which are using such airspace, cannot be given, and
pilots are responsible for providing their own separation from other aircraft in the
relevant airspace.
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Chapter 4 IFR Flight Planning

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

Introduction

The UK is a participating State in the Integrated Initial Flight Plan Processing System
(IFPS), which is an integral part of the Eurocontrol centralised Air Traffic Flow
Management (ATFM) system.

IFPS is the sole source for the distribution of IFR/General Air Traffic (GAT) FPL
information to ATSUs within the participating European States, which collectively
comprise the IFPS Zone. A description and map of the IFPS Zone is shown at
Annex B.

IFPS will not handle VFR flight plans or Military Operational Air Traffic (OAT) flights
but will process the GAT portions of a mixed OAT/GAT FPL and the IFR portions of a
VFR/IFR FPL.

The Oceanic Control Areas of the North Atlantic are also outside the IFPS Zone (see
paragraph 5.4).

IFPS

IFPS comprises two Units (IFPU) sited within the Eurocontrol facilities at Haren,
Brussels and at Bretigny, Paris. The IFPS Zone is divided into two separate
geographical areas, each IFPU having a primary responsibility for one area and a
secondary role, for contingency purposes, for the other. Consequently all IFR/GAT
flight plans and associated messages must be addressed to both IFPUs (see
paragraph 5). Following successful processing, the FPL will be delivered, at the
appropriate time, to all the ATSU addressees on the flight-profiled route within the
IFPS Zone.

ATFM

Additionally, IFPS provides accurate flight data to the ATFM elements of the Central
Flow Management Unit (CFMU), located at Haren, Brussels. The day-to-day ATFM
activities in the participating states are managed by the CFMU, supported by the UK
Flow Management Position (FMP) established at the London Area Control Centre
(ACC), and Flight Data Operations (FDO). Overall authority for the provision of ATFM
in the London and Scottish FIRs/UIRs is delegated to the Eurocontrol CFMU.

NATS has provided an FMP at the London ACC to liaise between the CFMU, local
AOs and ATS.

ATS is responsible for monitoring a flight's compliance with any Calculated Take-Off
Time (CTOT) that may be issued by the CFMU in response to the filing of an FPL on
a route that is regulated. In accordance with agreed procedures, flights that cannot
adhere to their CTOT will be denied start-up clearance. However, ATS will make all
efforts to enable departing flights to comply with the CTOT and flights will not be
prevented from departing due to small taxiing delays.

In some cases, due to specific restrictions in enroute airspace, or at aerodromes,
flights will need to be stopped from departing. In this event, a Flight Suspension (FLS)
message may be issued after a CTOT has been issued.
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3.5

3.6

3.7

4.1

4.2

4.3

5.1
5.1.1

5.2

5.3
5.3.1

Where a flight departs from an aerodrome with an ATSU, the Aircraft Operator or pilot
should obtain information, prior to start up from ATS as to whether a CTOT or FLS
affects their flight.

Where a flight departs from an aerodrome without an ATSU, or when the FPL has
been filed with a Parent Unit, it is the Aircraft Operator or pilot's responsibility to
determine whether a CTOT or FLS affects their flight. In this case, the Aircraft
Operator or pilot should contact the CFMU or FMP before the aircraft departs.

For additional information see Chapter 6 Air Traffic Flow Management. Contact
telephone numbers are shown in the UK AIP, ENR 1.9.

Submission Time Parameters

FPLs should be filed a minimum of 3 hours before Estimated Off Block Time (EOBT)
for North Atlantic flights and those subject to ATFM measures, and a minimum of
60 minutes before EOBT for all other flights.

IFPS always calculates the Date of Flight (DOF) if none is given in the FPL. In doing
so it will assume the EOBT to be within the next 24 hours after the filing time. If an
FPL is filed more than 24 hours in advance of the EOBT, the DOF must be indicated
in Item 18 of the FPL.

IFPS will not accept flight plans submitted more than 120 hours in advance of the
flight taking place.

Addressing IFR Flight Plans

Flights Wholly Within the IFPS Zone

FPLs and associated messages must be addressed to both IFPUs. This can be
achieved by using either the standard collective AFTN address, or the individual AFTN
or SITA addresses:

AFTN SITA

Collective EGZYIFPS

Haren EBBDZMFP BRUEP7X
Individual

Bretigny LFPYZMFP PAREP7X

Table 3 AFTN/SITA Addresses

Flights Entering or Overflying the IFPS Zone

For that part of the flight within the IFPS Zone, only the two IFPUs need to be
addressed as shown above.

Flights Departing from an Aerodrome Within, and then Exiting, the IFPS Zone

For that part of the flight within the IFPS Zone, only the two IFPUs need be addressed
as shown above. For any parts of the flight outside the IFPS Zone, the FPL and
associated messages must also be addressed to the appropriate ATSUs outside the
Zone.
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53.2

5.3.3

54

6.1
6.1.1

6.2
6.2.1

6.2.2

6.2.3

FPL originators filing directly to IFPS are responsible for ensuring that any
modifications made to the FPL, either by IFPS or through subsequent messages, are
distributed to the relevant ATSUs outside the Zone. This is achieved by use of the
"Re-addressing Function' which is described fully in the IFPS User's Manual.

Operators are reminded that IFPS does not forward mixed IFR/VFR FPL to VFR
addresses.

Oceanic Flights

For Oceanic flights it should be noted that Shanwick is outside the IFPS Zone and
FPLs should also be addressed to EGGXZOZX.

Filing of Flight Plans and Associated Messages

Flight Plans

Filing flight plans under IFPS involves an automatic interface with the computer
database. Consequently, a rigid protocol for message exchange is needed, especially
when delays or modifications are required to the planned route.

AOs are ultimately responsible for the complete filing of their FPLs and all associated
messages. This encompasses compilation (including addressing), accuracy and
submission of FPLs and also for the reception of the Acknowledgement (ACK)
message from IFPS.

In the UK, AOs who have the facilities may file their own flight plans and associated
messages directly with IFPS and any other non-IFPS states. This is the standard IFPS
IFR/GAT FPL filing procedure and is termed "direct filing".

AOs and pilots who, for whatever reason, are unable to conform to the direct filing
procedure should make local arrangements to file their IFR/GAT flight plans through
the ATSU at the aerodrome of departure or through the Parent Unit. The ATSU will,
when appropriate, assist in the compilation of flight plans and interpreting the
associated messages. It is essential for reasons indicated below that the flight crew
remains contactable by the ATSU prior to departure.

Associated Messages

The compilation of Departure (DEP), Arrival (ARR), Modification (CHG), Delay (DLA)
and Cancellation (CNL) messages is detailed in ICAO Doc 4444. Their use for the
exchange of information with the automatic IFPS database is strictly governed by the
instructions given in the IFPS Users Manual. For example, to change the information
in certain ltems of the FPL, it is necessary to cancel the original FPL and refile with
the amended data after a time lapse of at least 5 minutes.

The occasions when an ARR message must be sent are minimal, mainly when an
aircraft has diverted or when a controlled flight has experienced radio failure. In each
instance it is the responsibility of the ATSU at the landing aerodrome to send an ARR
message.

Certain FPL messages are exclusive to the IFPS process, and are named Operational
Reply Messages (ORM). They are:

a) The FPL Acceptance Acknowledgement Message (ACK);
b) Referred for Manual Repair (MAN); and
c) FPL Message Rejected (REJ).
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6.2.4

6.2.5

6.2.6

6.2.7

7.1

7.2

7.3

The ACK message will be automatically received from IFPS when the FPL has been
automatically accepted into the system. Alternatively, a MAN message will indicate
that the FPL has not been accepted and is awaiting manual intervention by an IFPS
operator. Manual repair of a failed FPL is often carried out in conjunction with the FPL
originator. Where FPLs are filed directly to IFPS, it is strongly advised that the
originator's contact details be included in Item 18 where this is not obvious from the
flight details. Dependant upon the success or otherwise of the manual "repair" to the
message, an ACK or REJ will be received. An ACK message will include the "repaired’
message so that the changes can be checked by the originator, and it is essential that
the flight crew are informed of the accepted FPL route.

Receipt of a REJ message will indicate that the FPL has not been accepted by IFPS.
The REJ message will indicate the errors in the message which need to be resolved
and will also include a copy of the message received by IFPS; this will enable the
originator to determine if the message has been corrupted during transmission. If an
FPL or associated message is rejected by IFPS, a corrected message must be sent
without delay.

Until an ACK message has been received by the message originator, the
requirement to submit a valid FPL for an IFR/GAT flight intending to operate
within the IFPS Zone will not have been satisfied. In this case the flight details will
not have been processed by IFPS and consequently the flight data will not have been
distributed to the relevant ATSUs within the IFPS Zone. Similarly, processed data will
not have been sent to the database of the CFMU to be considered for ATFM
purposes.

Therefore, errors in the FPL or associated messages may result in the flight
concerned being delayed.

Repetitive Flight Plans (RPLs)

Operators who fly routes on a regular or scheduled basis within the IFPS Zone are
able to file Repetitive Flight Plans on the Eurocontrol database. These plans are
activated automatically at the appropriate time before each flight. RPLs for flights
within the IFPS Zone, but which have a route portion outside the Zone, have to be
filed to the National Authorities of those external states. All external states on the
route must have agreed to the use of RPLs; a mixture of RPLs and FPLs is not
permitted for an individual flight.

Attention is drawn to the fact that the Shanwick (EGGX) and Santa Maria (LPPO)
OACCs are NOT within the IFPS Zone.

Details of the requirements for the submission and duration of RPLs can be found in
the IFPS User Manual section of the CFMU Handbook. The IFPS Users Manual and
the CFMU Handbook are available, free of charge, from:

Eurocontrol Library
Rue de la Fusee, 96
B - 1130 Brussels
Belgium

www.cfmu.eurocontrol.be/index.htm

or may be downloaded from the CFMU website at www.cfmu.eurocontrol.int
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8 Additional Information and Reference Documents for Flight Planning
Further information on flight planning, IFPS, ATFM and RPLs is contained in the
following publications:

e UK Integrated Aeronautical Information Package, Part ENR of the AIP

e CAP 550 "Random FPL AFTN Address Book"

e |[CAO Annex 2 (10th edition)

e |CAQO Doc 4444 PANS-ATM (14th edition), Chapters 4, 11 & 16; and Appendices 2
and 3

¢ |CAQO Doc 7030 Regional Supplementary Procedures (4th edition). Parts EUR and
NAT

e (Central Flow Management Unit (CFMU) Handbook

¢ |ntegrated Initial FPL Processing System (IFPS) Users Manual (part of the CFMU
Handbook)

¢ North Atlantic MNPS Airspace Operations Manual (Edition 2005).
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Chapter 5 Instructions for Completion of the FPL Form

1.1

1.2

1.3

3.1
3.1.1

CA48/RAF F2919

Introduction

With extensive use of automatic data processing in flight planning it is most important
that the FPL Form is correct in every detail before submission. Even minor mistakes,
such as leaving a space where it is not called for, will result in a delay in processing
the information, which can cause a delay to the flight.

The following general FPL instructions include those developed and agreed with
other North Atlantic (NAT) ATC Provider States for operations in the North Atlantic
Region, (Published separately in Aeronautical Information Circular (AIC) 55/2003
(Yellow 109)). Flight planning requirements for flights in the NAT Region domestic
airspace adjacent to the NAT Region will be found in the relevant State AlPs and AlCs.

Examples of correctly completed FPL Forms are shown at pages 19 to 24 of this
Chapter. A blank form CA48/RAF F2919 is included for photocopying at Annex C.

General

a) Use block capitals at all times;

b) Adhere to the prescribed formats and manner of specifying data;

c) Complete Items 7 to 18 as indicated in the following instructions;

d) Complete also Item 19 as indicated, to facilitate alerting of SAR Services;

e) Areas preceding Item 7 are to be completed by ATC and COM services, unless the
responsibility for originating FPL messages has been delegated,

f) Commence inserting data in the first space provided. (Convention may dictate that
the first figure is a zero e.g. 002 to indicate two POB in Item 19). Where excess
space is available, leave unused spaces blank;

g) Do not introduce obliques or spaces where they are not required;
h) Insert all clock times in 4 figures, UTC;
i) Insert all estimated elapsed times in 4 figures (hours and minutes); and

|} Item numbers on the form are not consecutive.
(They correspond to Item Type numbers in standard ATS messages).

Flight Planning Requirements for non-RVSM Approved Aircraft Wishing
to Operate at FL 430 or above, across the NAT Region to or from the EUR
Region

Introduction

The European (EUR) Region have implemented Reduced Vertical Separation
Minimum (RVSM) between FL 290 and FL 410 inclusive and the North Atlantic (NAT)
Region has expanded its current RVSM airspace to the same vertical dimensions.
With the exception of State aircraft, non-RVSM Approved aircraft are not permitted to
operate within the EUR RVSM airspace, including in the UK UIRs, apart from as
detailed below.
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3.1.2

3.14

3.2

3.3

3.4
3.4.1

3.4.2

However, it has been accepted by the States who implemented EUR RVSM that
certain operators of non-RVSM Approved aircraft may still wish to transit the NAT
Region above RVSM airspace, that is at FL 430 or above.

The European IFPS requires that the speed and level must be specified at the EUR
RVSM entry/exit point as contained in Item 15 of the ICAO Flight Plan. In relation to
NAT flight planning, these points are located on the eastern boundaries of the Bodo,
Reykjavik, Shanwick and Santa Maria OCAs.

The following flight planning provisions have therefore been developed to permit
such flights to transit vertically through the EUR RVSM airspace.

Westbound Outbound from a EUR Aerodrome

In Item 15 of the ICAQ Flight Plan, file a maximum level of FL 280 to the oceanic entry
point and then a minimum level of FL 430 across the NAT Region, e.g.
NO360F280....BEL UN551 NIBOG/M074F430 55N0O20W....

NOTE: In the NAT Region FL 430 is flight plannable as both a westbound and an
eastbound cruising level.

Eastbound Inbound to a EUR Aerodrome

In Item 15 of the ICAQ flight plan, file a minimum level of FL 430 across the NAT
Region. File a change of level to a maximum of FL 270 at the oceanic landfall point,
e.g. ...YAY/MO074F450 53N050W...556N020W NIBOG/M074F450 UN551 BEL/N0O360
F270....

Air Traffic Control (ATC) Procedures

The relevant European ACCs adjacent to the NAT oceanic boundary will ensure that
the transition to or from filed level above the NAT RVSM airspace is conducted in
accordance with the agreed European ATC procedures.

In the case of a westbound flight this will normally be effected between the last
domestic fix and the oceanic entry point and in the case of an eastbound flight
between the oceanic exit point and the landfall fix. Operators are therefore advised to
plan their fuel requirements accordingly.

Completion of the Flight Plan Form

Description of each Item of the FPL Form and the information required to be inserted/
shown.

ITEM 3: MESSAGE TYPE (FPL

To be completed only when the responsibility for originating FPL messages has been
delegated (e.g. direct filing by AOs). For filing of second or subsequent flight plans,
use either the Modification (CHG) or Cancellation (CNL) format as outlined in ICAO
DOC 4444,
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ITEM 7: AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION

7 AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION

INSERT one of the following aircraft identifications not exceeding 7 characters:
a) The registration marking of the aircraft (e.g. ELAKO, 4XBCD, N256GA), when:

i) in radiotelephony the callsign used by the aircraft will consist of this
identification alone (e.g. OOTEK), or preceded by the ICAO telephony
designator for the aircraft operating agency (e.g. SABOOTEK);

ii) the aircraft is not equipped with radio;
OR

b) The ICAO designator for the aircraft operating agency followed by the flight
identification (e.g. BAW278, NGA213, JTR25) when in radiotelephony the call sign
to be used by the aircraft will consist of the ICAO telephony designator for the
operating agency followed by the flight identification (e.g. SPEEDBIRD 278,
NIGERIA 213, HERBIE 25);

OR

¢) The callsign determined by the military authorities if this will be used to identify the
aircraft in radiotelephony during flight.

NOTE: Provisions for the use of radiotelephony call signs are contained in ICAO
Annex 10, Volume I, Chapter 5. ICAO designators and radiotelephony
designators for aircraft operating agencies are contained in ICAO DOC 8585
- Designators for Aircraft Operating Agencies, Aeronautical Authorities and
Services.

ITEM 8: FLIGHT RULES AND TYPE OF FLIGHT

8 FLIGHT RULES TYPE OF FLIGHT

a) FLIGHT RULES

INSERT one of the following letters to denote the category of flight rules with
which the pilot intends to comply:

I if IFR

V if VFR

Y if IFR first ) Specify in Item 15 the point or points where
Z if VER first ) a change of flight rules is planned.
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b) TYPE OF FLIGHT
INSERT one of the following letters to denote the type of flight:

S if Scheduled Air Service

N if Non-scheduled Air Transport Operation

G if General Aviation

M if Military, Customs or Police

X if other than any of the defined categories above.

(For North Atlantic Flights. Only required in Shanwick and Santa Maria FIRs)
ITEM 9: NUMBER, TYPE OF AIRCRAFT AND WAKE TURBULENCE
CATEGORY
9 NUMBER TYPE OF AIRCRAFT WAKE TURBULENCE CAT.

I L1 /

NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT (2 characters)
INSERT the number of aircraft, only if more than one (e.g. 03).

c) TYPE OF AIRCRAFT (2 to 4 characters)

INSERT the appropriate Aircraft Type Designator as specified in ICAO DOC 8643
Aircraft Type Designators;

OR

if no such designator has been assigned or in case of formation flights comprising
more than one type, INSERT "ZZZZ" and specify in [tem 18 the numbers and type(s)
of aircraft preceded by TYP/.

d) WAKE TURBULENCE CATEGORY

INSERT one of the following letters to indicate the wake turbulence category of
the aircraft:

H HEAVY, to indicate an aircraft type with a maximum take-off weight
(MTOW) of 136,000 kg (300,000 Ib) or more;

M MEDIUM, to indicate an aircraft type with a MTOW of less than 136,000
kg (300,000 Ib) but more than 7,000 kg (15,500 Ib);

L LIGHT, to indicate an aircraft with a MTOW of 7,000 kg (15,500 Ib), or
less.
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ITEM 10: EQUIPMENT

10 EQUIPMENT

— /

a) RADIO COMMUNICATION, NAVIGATION AND APPROACH AID EQUIPMENT

INSERT one letter, preceding the oblique stroke, as follows:

N if no COM / NAV / Approach aid equipment for the route to be flown is
carried, or the equipment is unserviceable;

OR

S if the standard or prescribed (e.g. NAT requirements) COM / NAV /
Approach aid equipment for the route to be flown is carried and
serviceable (See Note 1).

AND/OR

INSERT one or more of the following letters to indicate the COM / NAV / Approach
aid equipment available and serviceable:

(not allocated)

(not allocated)

LORAN C

DME

(not allocated)

ADF

(GNSS)

HF RTF

Inertial Navigation

(Data Link) (See note 2)

MLS

ILS

OMEGA (not required for the NAT region)
VOR

PRNAV

(not allocated)

RNP type certification (See note 3)
TACAN

UHF RTF

VHF RTF

RVSM Approved (See note 4)

MNPS Approved (See note 5)

Radio with 8.33 kHz spacing (See note 6)
Other equipment carried (See note 7)

N<XsSs<CHIPQPDVIVOErA"«~"Irommoow»

NOTE 1: Standard equipment is considered to be VHF RTF, ADF, VOR and ILS,

unless another combination is prescribed by the appropriate ATS
Authority.

NOTE 2: |If the letter J is used, specify in Item 18 the equipment carried, preceded

by DAT/ followed by one or more letters as appropriate.

NOTE 3: Inclusion of letter R indicates that aircraft meets the RNP type prescribed

for the route segment(s), route(s), and/or area concerned.
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NOTE 4: If a flight is approved to operate at RVSM levels the letter W must be
included.

NOTE5: In order to signify that a fight is approved to operate in NAT MNPS
Airspace, the letter X must be inserted in addition to the letter S.

NOTE 6: Although not a requirement for NAT Airspace, carriage of 8.33 kHz
channel spacing capable radio equipment is mandatory in the ICAO EUR
Region. Reference should be made to the appropriate AIP for details.
When applicable a Y shall be inserted into Item 10 to denote carriage of
such radio equipment.

NOTE 7: If the letter Z is used, specify in Item 18 the other equipment carried,
preceded by COM/ and/or NAV/, as appropriate.
b) SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT

INSERT one or two of the following letters, after the oblique stroke, to describe
the serviceable surveillance equipment carried:

SSR Equipment

N Nil;

A Transponder - Mode A - 4096 Codes;

C Transponder - Mode A - 4096 Codes and Mode C;

X Transponder - Mode S without pressure altitude and without aircraft

identification transmission;

P Transponder - Mode S with pressure altitude but without aircraft
identification transmission;

| Transponder - Mode S with aircraft identification but without pressure
altitude transmission;

S Transponder - Mode S with both aircraft identification and pressure
altitude transmission.

ADS equipment

D ADS Capability
ITEM 13: DEPARTURE AERODROME TIME
13 DEPARTURE AERODROME TIME

a) DEPARTURE AERODROME
INSERT the ICAO four-letter location indicator of the aerodrome of departure;
OR

If no location indicator has been assigned, INSERT "ZZZZ" and specify, in ltem 18,
the name of the aerodrome, preceded by DEP/,

OR
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If the FPL is received from an aircraft in flight, INSERT "AFIL" and specify, in ltem
18, the ICAO four-letter location indicator of the location of the ATS unit from
which supplementary FPL data can be obtained, preceded by DEP/.

TIME (4 characters)

INSERT the estimated off-block time (EOBT) for an FPL submitted before
departure;

OR

for an FPL received from an aircraft in flight, the actual or estimated time over the
first point of the route to which the FPL applies.

ITEM 15: CRUISING SPEED LEVEL AND ROUTE

— 11| L L1 | |-

15 CRUISING SPEED LEVEL ROUTE

INSERT the first cruising speed as in a) below and the first cruising level as in b)
below, then, following the arrow, INSERT the route description as in c) below:

a)

CRUISING SPEED

INSERT the True Air Speed for the first or the whole cruising portion of the flight,
in terms of Knots, expressed as N followed by 4 figures (e.g. N0485);

OR
Kilometres per hour, expressed as K followed by 4 figures (e.g. K0O830);
OR

Mach number, when so prescribed by the appropriate ATS authority to the nearest
hundredths of unit Mach, expressed as M followed by 3 figures (e.g. M082).

CRUISING LEVEL

INSERT the planned cruising level for the first or the whole portion of the route to
be flown, in terms of Flight Level, expressed as F followed by 3 figures (e.g. FO85;
F330);

OR

Altitude in hundreds of feet, expressed as A followed by 3 figures (e.g. A045;
A100);

OR

*Standard Metric Level in tens of metres, expressed as S followed by 4 figures
(e.g. S1130);

OR
*Altitude in tens of metres, expressed as M followed by 4 figures (e.g. M0840);
OR

for VFR flights where the flight is not planned to be flown at a specific cruising
level, the letters VFR.

*When so prescribed by the appropriate ATS authorities.
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c) ROUTE - (INCLUDING CHANGES OF SPEED, LEVEL AND/OR FLIGHT RULES)

INSERT the relevant route. Use only the conventions and requirements shown in
sub paragraphs 1) to 7) below, separating each sub item by a space.

1)

ATS ROUTE (2 to 7 characters)

The coded designator assigned to the route or route segment including, where
appropriate, the coded designator assigned to the standard departure or arrival
route (e.g. BCN1, L975, M17, UL175, KODAP2A);

SIGNIFICANT POINT (2 to 11 characters)

The coded designator (2 to 5 characters) assigned to the point (e.g. LN, MAY,
HADDY).

OR
if no coded designator has been assigned, one of the following ways:
¢ Degrees only (7 characters)

2 figures describing latitude in degrees, followed by N (North) or S (South),
followed by 3 figures describing longitude in degrees, followed by E (East) or
W (West). Make up the number of figures, where necessary, by insertion of
zeros (e.g. 46N078W);

e Degrees and Minutes (11 characters)

4 figures describing latitude in degrees and tens and units of minutes
followed by N (North) or S (South) followed by 5 figures describing longitude
in degrees and tens and units of minutes followed by E (East) or W (West).

Make up the correct number of figures, where necessary, by insertion of
zeros (e.g. 4620N07805W).

¢ Bearing and Distance from a Navigation Aid (9 characters)

The identification of the navigation aid (normally a VOR) in the form of 2 or 3
characters, then the bearing from the aid in the form of 3 figures giving
degrees magnetic, then the distance from the aid in the form of 3 figures
expressing nautical miles.

Make up the correct number of figures, where necessary, by the insertion of
zeros (e.g. a point 180° magnetic at a distance of 40 nautical miles from VOR
'DUB' should be expressed as DUB180040);

CHANGE OF SPEED OR LEVEL (Maximum 21 characters)

The point at which a change of speed (5% TAS or 0.01 Mach or more) or a
change of level is planned, expressed exactly as in (2) above, followed by an
oblique stroke and both the cruising speed and the cruising level, expressed
exactly as in a) and b) above, without a space between them, even when only
one of these quantities will be changed.

Examples: LN/N0284A045
MAY/NO305F180
HADDY/N0420F330
4602N07805W/NO500F350
46N078W/MO082F330
DUB180040/N0350M0840
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4)

CHANGE OF FLIGHT RULES (Maximum 3 characters)

The point at which the change of flight rules is planned, expressed exactly as in
2) or 3) above as appropriate, followed by a space and one of the following:

VFR if from IFR to VFR
IFR if from VFR to IFR

Examples: LN VFR
LN/N0284A050 IFR

CRUISE CLIMB (Maximum 28 characters)

The letter "C" followed by an oblique stroke; then the point at which cruise climb
is planned to start, expressed exactly as in 2) above followed by an oblique
stroke; then the speed to be maintained during cruise climb, expressed exactly
as in (a) above, followed by the two levels defining the layer to be occupied
during cruise climb; each level expressed exactly as in b) above, or the level
above which cruise climb is planned followed by the word "PLUS", without a
space between them.

Examples: C/48N050W/MO082F290F350
C/48N050W/M082F290PLUS
C/52N050W/M220F580F620

ROUTE REQUIREMENTS - GENERAL
Requirements for Flights along Designated ATS Routes:

INSERT the designator of the First ATS route, if the departure aerodrome is
located on, or connected to the ATS route;

OR

if the departure aerodrome is not on, or is not connected to the ATS route, the
letters DCT followed by the point of joining the first ATS route, followed by the
designator of the ATS route;

INSERT each point at which either a change of speed or level, a change of ATS
route, and/or a change of flight rules is planned;

NOTE: When a transition is planned between a lower and upper ATS route
and the routes are oriented in the same direction, the point of
transition need not be inserted.

FOLLOWED IN EACH CASE:

by the designator of the next ATS route segment, even if the same as the
previous one;

OR

by DCT, if the flight to the next point will be outside a designated route, unless
both points are defined by geographical co-ordinates.

Requirements for Flights Outside Designated ATS Routes:

INSERT points normally not more than 30 minutes flying time or 200 nautical
miles apart, including each point at which a change of speed or level, a change
of track, or a change of flight rules is planned;

OR
when required by appropriate ATS authority(ies);

July 2006

Chapter 5 Page 9



CAP 694

The UK Flight Planning Guide

DEFINE the track of flights operating predominantly in an east - west direction
between 70°N and 70°S by reference to significant points formed by the
intersections of half or whole degrees of latitude with meridians spaced at
intervals of 10 degrees of longitude. For flights operating in areas outside those
latitudes the tracks shall be defined by significant points formed by the
intersection of parallels of latitude with meridians normally spaced at 20
degrees of longitude. The distance between significant points shall, as far as
possible, not exceed one hour's flight time. Additional significant points shall be
established as deemed necessary.

For flights operating predominantly in a north-south direction, define tracks by
reference to significant points formed by the intersection of whole degrees of
longitude with specified parallels of latitude that are spaced at 5 degrees.

INSERT "DCT" between successive points unless both points are defined by
geographical co-ordinates or by bearing and distance.

ROUTE REQUIREMENTS - NORTH ATLANTIC (NAT) FLIGHTS

Requirements for Flight Plans on Random Route Segments at/or South of
70°N:

INSERT the proposed cruising speed, as follows:

Turbo-jet aircraft should indicate their proposed speeds in the following
sequence:

a) cruising speed (TAS) in knots;

b) Oceanic entry point and cruising MACH number; and
c¢) landfall fix and cruising speed (TAS) in knots.

All other aircraft: speed in terms of TAS.

INSERT the planned cruising level for ocean entry, specified at either the last
domestic reporting point prior to ocean entry or when at the Oceanic Control
Area (OCA) boundary;

INSERT the planned route of flight described in terms of the following
significant points:

a) last domestic reporting point prior to ocean entry;

b) OCA boundary entry point (only required by the Shanwick, New York and
Santa Maria Oceanic Area Control Centres OACs);

c¢) significant points formed by the intersection of half or whole degrees of
latitude with meridians spaced at intervals of 10 degrees from the
Greenwich meridian to longitude 070°W (The distance between points shall,
as far as possible, not exceed one hour's flight time);

d) OCA boundary exit point (only required by the Shanwick, New York and
Santa Maria OACs); and

e) first domestic reporting point after the ocean exit.

NOTE: Each point at which either a change in speed or level is requested
must be specified and followed, in each case, by the next significant
point.
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Requirements for Flight Plans on Organised Track System (OTS) South of
70°N:

INSERT the proposed cruising speed in terms of MACH to be specified at
commencement point of OTS.

INSERT the planned cruising level as a Flight level at the commencement point
of OTS.

INSERT if (and only if) the flight is planned to operate along the whole length
of one of the organised tracks as detailed in the NAT track message, the
abbreviation "NAT" followed by the code letter assigned to the track, without a
space. (e.g. NATB).

Flights wishing to join or leave an organised track at some intermediate point
are considered random route aircraft and full route details must be specified in
the FPL. The track letter should not be used to abbreviate any portion of the
route in these circumstances.

NOTE 1: Each point at which either a change in speed or level is requested
must be specified as geographical co-ordinates in latitude and
longitude, or as a named waypoint.

NOTE 2: See also Chapter 9 - Special Procedure for Shanwick Control Area
(North Atlantic Regions (NAT)).

Requirements for Flight Plans on Random Route Segments North of 70°N:
INSERT the proposed cruising speed, as follows:

Turbo-jet aircraft should indicate their proposed cruising speeds in the following
seguence:

a) cruising speed (TAS) in knots;

b) Oceanic entry point and cruising MACH number; and
c) landfall fix and cruising speed (TAS) in knots.

All other aircraft: speed in terms of TAS.

INSERT the planned cruising level for ocean entry, specified at either the last
domestic reporting point prior to ocean entry or when at the OCA boundary;

INSERT the planned route of flight described in terms of the following
significant points:

a) last domestic reporting point prior to ocean entry;

b) OCA boundary entry point (only required by the Shanwick, New York and
Santa Maria OACs);

c) significant points formed by the intersection of parallels of latitude expressed
in degrees and minutes with meridians normally spaced at intervals of 20
degrees from the Greenwich meridian to longitude 060°W (The distance
between significant points shall, as far as possible, not exceed one hours
flight time);

d) OCA boundary exit point (only required by the Shanwick, New York and
Santa Maria OACs); and
e) first domestic reporting point after the ocean exit.

NOTE: Each point at which either a change in speed or level is requested
must be specified and followed, in each case, by the next significant
point.
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Requirements for Flight Plans Predominantly North/South or South/
North:

INSERT the proposed cruising speed, as follows:
a) Turbo-jet aircraft should indicate their speed in terms of MACH,;
b) All other aircraft should indicate their speed in terms of TAS in knots.

NOTE: In both cases, the planned airspeed is to be specified at either the
last domestic reporting point prior to ocean entry or the OCA
boundary.

INSERT the Flight level for ocean entry, specified at either the last domestic
reporting point prior to ocean entry or the OCA boundary;

INSERT the route of flight described in terms of the following significant points:
a) last domestic reporting point prior to ocean entry;

b) OCA boundary entry point (only required by the Shanwick, New York and
Santa Maria OACs);

c¢) significant points formed by the intersection of whole degrees of longitude
with specified parallels of latitude which are spaced at 5 degree intervals
from 20°N to 90°N (The distance between significant points shall, as far as
possible, not exceed one hours flight time);

d) OCA boundary exit point (only required by the Shanwick, New York and
Santa Maria OACs);

e) first domestic reporting point after ocean exit.

NOTE: Each point at which either a change in speed or level is requested
must be specified and followed, in each case, by the next significant
point.

Requirements for Flight plans on NAM/CAR Route Structure:

INSERT the proposed cruising speed, as follows:

a) Turbo-jet aircraft should indicate their speed in terms of MACH,;

b) All other aircraft should indicate their speed in terms of TAS in knots.

NOTE: In both cases the planned airspeed is to be specified at the
commencement point of the NAM/CAR route structure.

INSERT the Flight level for ocean entry specified at the commencement point
of the NAM/CAR route structure.

INSERT the Route of flight described in terms of NAM/CAR ATS route
identifier(s).

NOTE: Each point at which either a change in speed or level is requested
must be specified and followed in each case by the next route
segment expressed by the appropriate ATS route identifier(s), or as
a named waypoint.
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ITEM 16: DESTINATION, TOTAL ELAPSED TIME AND ALTERNATE
AERODROMES
16 DESTINATION TOTAL EET ALTN 2ND. ALTN
AERODROME HR.MIN AERODROME AERODROME
— Ll || I R B e B

a)

DESTINATION AERODROME AND TOTAL ESTIMATED ELAPSED TIME

INSERT the ICAO four-letter location indicator of the destination aerodrome
followed by the total estimated elapsed time (4 characters).

OR

if no location indicator has been assigned, INSERT "ZZZZ" followed by the total
estimated elapsed time and specify in Item 18 the name of the aerodrome,
preceded by DEST/.

NOTE 1: Total estimated elapsed time. For IFR flights, this is the total estimated
time required from take-off until arriving over the designated point
from which it is intended that an Instrument Approach Procedure,
defined by reference to navigation aids, will be commenced, or, if no
navigation aid is associated with the destination aerodrome, until
arriving over the destination aerodrome itself. For VFR flights, it will be
the estimated total time required from take-off until arriving over the
destination aerodrome.

NOTE 2: For an FPL received from an aircraft in flight, the total estimated
elapsed time is the estimated time from the first point of the route to
which the FPL applies.

b) ALTERNATE AERODROME(S)

INSERT the ICAO four-letter location indicator(s) of not more than two alternate
aerodromes

OR

if no location indicator has been assigned to the alternate aerodrome, INSERT
"ZZZZ" and specify in Item 18 the name of the aerodrome, preceded by ALTN/.

ITEM 18: OTHER INFORMATION

18 OTHER INFORMATION

INSERT any other necessary information in the preferred sequence shown below, in
the form of the appropriate indicator followed by an oblique stroke plus the
information to be recorded (e.g. DEP/EGFR, TYP/1 Turbocat 654);
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NOTE: For NAT flights, EET, REG and SEL should always be included, in this
sequence.

OR
If no other information needs to be included, INSERT the number "0" (zero).
The following standard ICAQ indicators should be used to identify "other information":

RFP/  For use by flights within the EUR Region on routes subject to Air Traffic Flow
Management to identify a Replacement FPL. After the oblique stroke insert
Qn where 'n' represents the sequence number of the Replacement FPL (e.g.
RFP/Q1).

EET/ Followed by significant waypoints or FIR boundary designators plus
accumulated estimated elapsed times from takeoff to such points where
prescribed by regional navigation agreements, or by the appropriate ATS
authority.

NAT REQUIREMENTS

For flights conducted in the NAT Region on random routes, accumulated estimated
elapsed times will be required for:

e the last domestic reporting point prior to ocean entry;
¢ the OCA boundary entry point;

e each significant point described in Item 15;

¢ the OCA boundary exit point; and

¢ the first reporting point on the domestic track;

e For flights operating along the entire length of an OTS, estimated elapsed times
will be required fix the commencement point of the track and FIR boundaries;

e For flights operating along the whole length of one of the PTS tracks, accumulated
estimated elapsed times will be required for the commencement point and for
each significant point of the track thereafter;

e For flights operating along the fixed ATS route network between NAM/CAR- no
EETs are required:

Examples: EET/CAP0745 XYZ0830
EET/EISNO204

NOTE: Elapsed times to the OCA boundaries (e.g. EGGX0I05) are required by
Shanwick, New York and Santa Maria OCAs only.

RIF/ The route details to the revised destination aerodrome, followed by the ICAO
four-letter location indicator of the aerodrome. The revised route is subject
to re-clearance in flight.

Examples: RIF/DTA BEC KLAX
RIF/ESP G94 CLA APPH
RIF/LEMD.

REG/ The registration markings of the aircraft, if different from the aircraft
identification in Item 7. (Aircraft registration should be assigned to this ltem
for MNPS flights)

SEL/ SELCAL Code, if so prescribed by the appropriate ATS authority.

OPR/ Name of the operator, if not obvious from the aircraft identification in Item 7.
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STS/ Reason for special handling by ATS, e.g. hospital aircraft, one engine
inoperative, e.g. STS/HOSP, STS/ONE ENG INOP.

TYP/  Typel(s) of aircraft, preceded if necessary by number(s) of aircraft, if ZZZZ is
inserted in Item 9.

PER/ Aircraft performance data, if so prescribed by the appropriate ATS authority.

COM/ Significant data related to communication equipment as required by the
appropriate ATS authority, e.g. COM/UHF only.

DAT/ Significant data related to data link capability using one or more of the letters
S, H, Vand M e.g. DAT/S for satellite data link, DAT/H for HF data link, DAT/
V for VHF data link, DAT/M for SSR Mode S data link.

NAV/ Significant data related to navigation equipment as required by the
appropriate ATS authority, e.g. NAV/INS.

DEP/ Name of the departure aerodrome, if ZZZZ is inserted in Item 13, or the ICAO
four-letter location indicator of the ATS wunit location from which
supplementary flight plan data can be obtained if AFIL is inserted in Item 13.

DEST/ Name of the destination aerodrome, if ZZZZ is inserted in ltem 16.

ALTN/ Name of the alternate aerodromel(s), if ZZZZ is inserted in ltem 16.

RALT/ Name of any en-route alternate aerodrome(s)

RMK/ Any other plain language remarks when required by the appropriate ATS
Authority or deemed necessary.

DOF/ If the flight plan is filed less than 24 hours in advance of the EOBT, the date
of the flight may be optionally indicated.

If an FPL for a flight conducted wholly in the EUR Region is filed more than
24 hours in advance of the EOBT, it is mandatory to provide the date of
flight.

The date will be inserted in a 6 figure format after the oblique stroke
following the DOF indicator.

DOF/YYMMDD (YY = year; MM = month; DD = day)

ITEM 19: SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

NOTE: This information is not normally included in transmission of flight plan
message. It is retained, however, at location of the filing of the FPL.

ENDURANCE:

After E/ INSERT a 4-figure group giving the fuel endurance in hours and minutes.

PERSONS ON BOARD:

After P/ INSERT the total number of persons (passengers and crew) on board, when

required by the appropriate ATS authority.

INSERT "TBN" (to be notified) if the total number of persons is not known
at the time of filing.
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EMERGENCY RADIO:

R/ CROSS OUT U if UHF on frequency 243.00 MHz is not available.
CROSS OUT V if VHF on frequency 121.500 MHz is not available.
CROSS OUT E if emergency location transmitter (ELT) is not available.

SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT:

S/ CROSS OUT all indicators if survival equipment is not carried.
CROSS OUT P if polar survival equipment is not carried.
CROSS OUT D if desert survival equipment is not carried.
CROSS OUT M if maritime survival equipment is not carried.
CROSS OUT J if jungle survival equipment is not carried.

JACKETS:

J/ CROSS OUT all indicators if life jackets are not carried.
CROSS OUT L if life jackets are not equipped with lights.
CROSS OUT F if life jackets are not equipped with fluorescein.

CROSS OUT U and/or V; as in R/ (above) to indicate radio capability of
jackets, if any.

DINGHIES:
D/

(NUMBER) CROSS OUT indicators D and C if no dinghies are carried;
OR INSERT number of dinghies carried; and

(CAPACITY) INSERT total capacity, in persons, of all dinghies carried; and
(COVER) CROSS OUT Indicator C if dinghies are not covered; and
(COLOUR) INSERT colour of dinghies if carried.

AIRCRAFT COLOUR AND MARKINGS:

A/ INSERT colour of aircraft and significant markings.

REMARKS:

N/ CROSS OUT indicator N if no remarks, or INSERT any other
survival equipment carried and any other remarks regarding survival
equipment.

PILOT:

Cc/ INSERT name of pilot-in-command.
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The Flight Plan Filing Process

NO

A
You must meet the
requirements of
Rule 20

Submission times

Addressing

Through ATSU if connected to
AFTN
If not connected or no ATSU
through Parent Unit.

Notification of airborne time.

If ATSU at DEST A/F is not
connected to AFTN or no
ATSU.

Closing the FPL on completion
of the flight.

LEGEND

VFR

flight plan (FPL)?

Do you need to file a

Complete form CA48/RAF
2919. If assistance to fill
out is required contact
local ATSU/Parent Unit

Cross Chanrel - Over the

sea, in excess of 10 nm

from UK coastline - SAR
Area - RVSM - NAT

Submission times

DLA, CHG, CNL

File direct to IFPS
Or
Through the
ATSU/Parent Unit

Addressing

4

Once FPL is trnsmitted, remain
available until Operational Reply
Message (ORM) is received.

ACK

4

FPL is in system.
This will be the
application for a

CTOT. If applicable.

OV

Corrected FPL now in

system. Check revised

FPL against original to
determine changes made.

Indicates FPL
requires manual
intervention await
ACK or REJ

REJ

v

‘ FPL cannot be corrected ‘

I

Until an ACK has been
received the FPL is not in
the system.
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Master Copy of FPL Form CA48/RAF 2919

FLIGHT PLAN
PRIORITY ADDRESSEE(S)
<<= FF >
<<=
FILING TIME ORIGINATOR
Li]llll_)‘ll\llll<<E
SPECIFIC IDENTIFICATION OF ADDRESSEE(S) AND/OR ORIGINATOR
3 MESSAGE TYPE 7 AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION 8 FLIGHT RULES TYPE OF FLIGHT
<<=(FPL _I [ R N B B ] -D D =
9 NUMBER TYPE OF AIRCRAFT WAKE TURBULENCE CAT 10 EQUIPMENT
-] L] 1] - —
13 DEPARTURE AERODROME TIME
i R
15 CRUISING SPEED LEVEL ROUTE
- I | | | | | I | | 1 1 | - L
- | <<=
TOTAL EET
16 DESTINATION AERODROME HR. MIN . ALTN AERODROME 2ND ALTN AERODROME

T L s -] ===

18 OTHER INFORMATION

|

|) <<=
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION (NOT TO BE TRANSMITTED IN FPL MESSAGES)
19 ENDURANCE EMERGENCY RADIO
HR MIN PERSONS ON BOARD UHF VHF ELT
-0 I T ) I >R/ [Y] [E]
SURVIVAL
EQUIPMENT POLAR DESERT MARITIME  JUNGLE JACKETS LIGHT FLUORES UHF VHF
el B L R - ) B 1 R ) R I R A V) B 12 B
DINGHIES
NUMBER CAPACITY COVER COLOUR

_)@/Illﬁllll_)_)l l<<E

AIRCRAFT COLOUR AND MARKINGS
A7 |

REMARKS
"@ / | <<

PILOT IN COMMAND
cl | ) <<=

FILED BY SPACE RESERVED FOR ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Please provide a telephone number so our operators can contact you if needed

CA48/RAF2919 VER1.5.3
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Sample of Completed Forms

VFR Flight Plan

FLIGHT PLAN
PRIORITY ADDRESSEE(S)
<<= FF > -
<<=
FILING TIME ORIGINATOR
I!l\{ll_’|\|||f|\<<E
SPECIFIC IDENTIFICATION OF ADDRESSEE(S) AND/OR ORIGINATOR
3 MESSAGE TYPE 7 AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION 8 FLIGHT RULES TYPE OF FLIGHT
SR=(FPL - [GIBIO\MIZl | ] - A
9 NUMBER TYPE OF AIRCRAFT WAKE TURBULENCE CAT 10 EQUIPMENT
-] N B F] <=
13 DEPARTURE AERODROME TIME
- H=
15 CRUISING SPEED LEVEL ROUTE
-[N 0,12, 0] [V.F,R , |- |[DCT SAM DCT YVL DCT
" | <<=
TOTAL EET
16 DESTINATION AERODROME HR. MIN

ALTN AERODROME 2ND ALTN AERODROME

-lz.z,2.7] - -[EGT.E ~[EGHH] <<=

18 OTHER INFORMATION
i DEST/BRANSCOMBE

[ ) <<=
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION (NOT TO BE TRANSMITTED IN FPL MESSAGES)
19 ENDURANCE EMERGENCY RADIO
HR MIN PERSONS ON BOARD UHF VHF ELT
-er[0,3[0,0]  -rs[0,0.2] sri[d X [E]
SURVIVAL
EQUIPMENT POLAR DESERT  MARITIME  JUNGLE JACKETS LIGHT FLUORES UHF VHF
-] /%] (& ™M Db -0 /] [F] M M-
DINGHIES
NUMBER . CAPACITY COVER COLOUR
~[0] /[0,1] ~ [0,0,8] » [€] » [vewow | <<=

AIRCRAFT COLOUR AND MARKINGS
A/ |BLUE/MWHITE

REMARKS
S5 ] <<=

PILOT IN COMMAND

c/ |[EDWARDS

) <<=

FILED BY SPACE RESERVED FOR ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Please provide a telephone number so our operators can contact you if needed
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Sample of Completed Forms (continued)

IFR Flight Plan
FLIGHT PLAN

PRIORITY ADDRESSEE(S)
<<= FF >

<<=

FILING TIME ORIGINATOR

Illl|||"|n|11||ﬂ<<£

SPECIFIC IDENTIFICATION OF ADDRESSEE(S) AND/OR ORIGINATOR

3 MESSAGE TYPE 7 AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION 8 FLIGHT RULES TYPE OF FLIGHT
<<= (FPL -IK\QIAI1I3I3L | _E =
9 NUMBER TYPE OF AIRCRAFT WAKE TURBULENCE CAT 10 EQUIPMENT
-] A3,1,0 I H] - [sv Jc | <<=
13 DEPARTURE AERODROME TIME
-|E,GL L 1,5,3,0] <<=
15 CRUISING SPEED LEVEL ROUTE

-[N,0,4.5 0] [F,3,7,0, |- |[UN615 RBT UG32 TOP UB25 BEROK
UA41 TAQ DCT

| <<=

TOTAL EET
16 DESTINATION AERODROME HR. MIN ALTN AERODROME 2ND ALTN AERODROME

-[LLR,F] - o[LRA #] 5 0 0 § 555

18 OTHER INFORMATION

| REG/5YBEL
EET/LFFFO030 LFMMO0105 LIRR0145

| ) <<=
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION (NOT TO BE TRANSMITTED IN FPL MESSAGES)
19 ENDURANCE EMERGENCY RADIO
HR MIN PERSONS ON BOARD UHF VHF ELT
-E/ 5P SR/ [E]
SURVIVAL v
EQUIPMENT POLAR  DESERT MARITIME  JUNGLE JACKETS  LIGHT  FLUORES  UHF VHF
(] /g [P M X s 1] (x| ’
DINGHIES
NUMBER CAPACITY  COVER COLOUR
~»[D]/[1,5] > [3,0,0] > [C] > [veuow | <<=

AIRCRAFT COLOUR AND MARKINGS

A/ |WHITE RED

REMARKS
- @ / I

T <<=

PILOT IN COMMAND

C/ [GRANT D) <<=
FILED BY SPACE RESERVED FOR ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
Please provide a telephone number so our operators can contact you if needed
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Sample of Completed Forms (continued)

NAT Westbound at/or South of 70°N - RANDOM
FLIGHT PLAN

PRIORITY ADDRESSEE(S)
<<= FF -
<<=
FILING TIME ORIGINATOR
’|\l1131">[\\||‘|\<<5
SPECIFIC IDENTIFICATION OF ADDRESSEE(S) AND/OR ORIGINATOR
3 MESSAGE TYPE 7 AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATICN 8 FLIGHT RULES TYPE OF FLIGHT
<<= (FPL _1B|A;V\‘111719E J 'E] <<=
9 NUMBER TYPE OF AIRCRAFT WAKE TURBULENCE CAT 10 EQUIPMENT
-] B,7.,4.2 ' ] - e Jo] <<=
13 DEPARTURE AERODROME TIME
-lEGL,L 1,7,3,0] <<=
15 CRUISING SPEED LEVEL ROUTE
-[N0.4,8,1] [F,3. 20, |- [UL9 STU UN546 DEVOL UN546
'MASIT/M084F320 56N020W 57N030W 56N040W 54NO50W
CARPE REDBY/N0480F350 N186 TOPPS TRAIT/N0441F240
| <<=
TOTAL EET
16 DESTHNATION AERODROME HR. MIN ALTN AERODROME 2ND ALTN AERODROME

-[KJFK] ~[K.B,08| Sl ] o=

18 OTHER INFORMATION

IEET/EISI\IOOC’:AIL EGGX0106 20W0143 CZQX0222 40W0303 50W0348
CZUL0409 REDBY0423 CZQX0426 CZQM0501 KZBWO0547
REG/GBDXP SEL/AMGK DAT/SV

) <<=
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION (NOT TO BE TRANSMITTED IN FPL MESSAGES)
18 ENDURANCE EMERGENCY RADIO

HR MIN PERSONS ON BOARD UMF VHF ELT

70 N P L »RI
SURVIVAL

EQUIFMENT POLAR  DESERT MARITIME  JUNGLE JACKETS  LIGHT  FLUORES UHE VHF

- (Pl B M - 11
DINGHIES

NUMBER CAPACITY  COVER COLOUR

»@/l,‘al,,1—>—>| 1<<E

AIRCRAFT COLOUR AND MARKINGS
Y

REMARKS
- / | <<=
PILOT IN COMMAND
c/ | ) <<=

FILED BY SPACE RESERVED FOR ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Please provide a telephone number s¢ our aperators can contact you if needed
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Sample of Completed Forms (continued)

NAT Eastbound at/or South of 70°N - Random

FLIGHT PLAN

PRIGRITY ADDRESSEE(S)
<<= FF -
<<=
FILING TIME ORIGINATOR
I e T
SPECIFIC IDENTIFICATION OF ADDRESSEE(S) AND/OR ORIGINATOR
3 MESSAGE TYPE 7 AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION 8 FLIGHT RULES TYPE OF FLIGHT
<<I(FPL -[ACA 850 | -] <<=
9 NUMBER TYPE OF AIRCRAFT WAKE TURBULENCE CAT 10 EQUIPMENT
- / - <<=
13 DEPARTURE AERODROME TIME
- <<=
15 CRUISING SPEED LEVEL ROUTE
-[N0.4.9,0] [F,3 3.0, |~ [YVP 59NOGOW/MOB4F330 59NOSOW
'58N040W 56NO30W 55N020W MASIT/MO84F330 UN546
DEVOL/N0479F330 UL975 MALUD UL6 KEPAD
‘ <<=
TOTAL EET
16 DESTINATION AERODROME HR. MIN ALTN AERODRCME 2ND ALTN AERODROME

- - >l ] =<
18 OTHER INFORMATION
[EET/100W0110 90W0200 80W0240 YVP0323 60W0352
50V0427 40W0505 30W0546 20W0627 MASIT0702
DEVOL0709 DUB0727 REG/CFTOC SEL/ELAM

) <<=
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION {NOT TO BE TRANSMITTED IN FPL MESSAGES)
19 ENDURANCE EMERGENCY RADIO

HR MIN PERSONS ON BOARD UHF VHF ELT

S N L ~R/[Y]
SURVIVAL

EQUIPMENT POLAR DESERT MARITIME JUNGLE JACKETS LIGHT FLUORES UHF VHF

-3 F B M -0 E FOOMO M
DINGHIES

NUMBER CAPACITY COVER COLOUR

_’@/[IJ""lii_)_’l l<<

AIRCRAFT COLOUR AND MARKINGS
Al |

REMARKS
" / | <<

PILOT IN COMMAND

li

cr | D) <<=

FILED BY SPACE RESERVED FOR ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Please provide a telephone number so our operators can contact you if needed
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Sample of Completed Forms (continued)

NAT Westbound at/or South of 70°N - OTS

FLIGHT PLAN

PRIORITY ADDRESSEE(S)

<<= FF o>

FILING TIME ORIGINATOR

|i|l}Li_>||l<|5|=<<——__

SPECIFIC IDENTIFICATION OF ADDRESSEE(S) AND/COR ORIGINATOR

3 MESSAGE TYPE 7 AIRCRAFT IRENTIFICATION 8 FLIGHT RULES TYPE OF FLIGHT
<<={(FPL -|B;A|V\'|2|2;54 | _[I <<=
9 NUMBER TYPE OF AIRCRAFT WAKE TURBULENCE CAT 10 EQUIPMENT
'EE DC,1,0 I - |lswx [fc <<=
13 DEPARTURE AERODRCME TIME
- E,.GK K 0,8,5,5 <<=

15 CRUISING SPEED l.EVEL ROUTE

-[N,0,4.9.3] [F 280, |~ |UM17 STU UL9 SHA UN535 BURAK

UN533 DOGAL/M082F310 NATE YAY/N0O487F310 N168
TOPPS/NO481F350 N168 AEX

| <<=

TOTAL EET
16 DESTINATION AERROPROME HR. MIN ALTN AERODROME 2ND ALTN AERODROME

- - -] <=
18 OTHER INFORMATION
[EET/EISNO035_EGGX0119 CZQX0225 YAY0429 CZQMO502

KZBW0548 KZNY0636 KZDC0659 KZTL0726 KZMEQ821
KZHU0847 REG/GMULL SEL/AMDF

) <<=
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION (NOT TO BE TRANSMITTED IN FPL MESSAGES)
19 ENDURANCE EMERGENCY RADIO

HR MIN PERSONS ON BOARD UHF VHF ELT

ST I T L ~ri1[Y]
SURVIVAL

EQUIPMENT POLAR DESERT  MARITIME  JUNGLE JACKETS LIGHT FLUORES UHF VHF

- F B M D s e FM M
DINGHIES

NUMBER CAPACITY COVER COLOUR

ﬁ@d!'“’lxll‘""l |<<E

AIRCRAFT COLOUR AND MARKINGS
Al |

REMARKS

_, /| <<=

PILOT IN COMMAND

cr | h <<=

FILED BY SPACE RESERVED FOR ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Please provide a telephone number so our operators can contact you if needed
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Sample of Completed Forms (continued)

NAT Eastbound OTS With Step Climbs
FLIGHT PL.AN

PRIORITY ADDRESSEE(S)
<<= FF =

<=

FILING TIME ORIGINATOR

lbl\\ll_)t\\

SPECIFIC IDENTIFICATION OF ADDRESSEE(S) AND/OR ORIGINATOR

<<=

] i 1 ] I

3 MESSAGE TYPE 7 AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION § FLIGHT RULES TYPE OF FLIGHT
<<= (FPL -1A,.CA 862 | -] <<=
9 NUMBER TYPE OF AIRCRAFT WAKE TURBULENCE CAT 10 EQUIPMENT
T in e o] <<=
13 DEPARTURE AERODROME TIME
- <<=
15 CRUISING SPEED LEVEL ROUTE

-[N0.4.8,9] [F, 33,0, |- |YYZ078 J594 MSS J586 YJN J500
YCS DCT MIILS N75 CYMON/M084F350 NATW 51NO50W/MO84F370

' 53N020W/M084F390 MALOT/MO84F390 UN535 BURAK/NO489F370

UN535 SHA UL9 STU UM17 GIBSO

i <<=

TOTAL EET
16 DESTINATION AERODROME HR. MIN ALTN AERODROME 2ND ALTN AERODROME

-[EG.L L] - [E.G.K.K] ) =

18 OTHER INFORMATION

‘EET/IVISSOOB‘I MIILS0110 FROSS0137 CYMONO0205 50W0228
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Chapter 6 Air Traffic Flow Management (ATFM)

1 Introduction

1.1 Air Traffic Flow Management is a service established with the objective of
contributing to a safe, orderly and expeditious flow of air traffic by ensuring ACC
capacity is utilised to the maximum extent possible and the traffic volume is
compatible with the capacities declared by the appropriate ATC authority.

1.2 A Centralised Air Traffic Flow Management (ATFM) service is established within the
ICAO (EUR) Region to optimise the use of air traffic system capacity. The Eurocontrol
Central Flow Management Unit (CFMU) in Brussels provides this service in
conjunction with Flow Management Position (FMPs) established at each ACC.

1.3 The CFMU includes the Flow Management Division (FMD), responsible for the
planning co-ordination and implementation of ATFM measures within the FMD ATFM
area and the Flight Data Operations Division (FDOD), responsible for collecting,
maintaining and providing data on all flight operations and the air navigation
infrastructure. FDOD includes the Integrated Flight Planning System (IFPS). A
description of the ATFM area and information on the CFMU systems can be found in
the CFMU Handbook.

2 ATFM Documentation

2.1 ICAO European Region ATFM Procedures

2.1.1 The general ATFM procedures which apply throughout the ICAO European Region
are published in the ICAO Doc 7030, Regional Supplementary Procedures (Europe).

2.2 CFMU Procedures and Information

2.2.1  Specific CFMU procedures and information can be found in the CFMU Handbook
published by the CFMU and are available from:

Eurocontrol Library
Rue de la Fusée,
96, B-1130 Brussels
Belgium

Tel: 00-32-2-729-3639/3023
Fax: 00-32-2-729-9109
or from the CFMU website at: http://www.cfmu.eurocontrol.be/index.htm

222 Basic CFMU Handbook sections include:

a) General and CFMU Systems this contains details of the CFMU organisation, area
of responsibility and a description of CFMU systems;

b) The ATFM Users Manual this is a self-contained users manual for aircraft
operators and ATC units describing CFMU operating procedures in the context of
the CFMU TACTICAL (TACT) system and Computer Allocated Slot Allocation
(CASA) system; and

c) IFPS Users Manual this is a self-contained users manual describing operating
procedures for flight plan filing in the IFPS area.

July 2006 Chapter 6 Page 1



CAP 694

The UK Flight Planning Guide

2.3

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

41

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Only a limited selection of CFMU procedures are reproduced in the CAP 694.
Reference should be made to the CFMU Handbook for comprehensive information
and procedures.

ATFM Processes

The emphasis for ATFM measures is changing from regulation (delaying aircraft on
the ground) towards capacity management. Only when no other option is available
will a regulation be applied and delays issued (Slot Allocation).

Alternative ATFM measures include the re-routeing of aircraft both strategically and
tactically. Permanent Strategic routeing requirements are published in the Route
Availability Document (RAD). The RAD enables ATC to maximise capacity by defining
restrictions that prevent disruption to the organised system of major traffic flows
through congested areas.

In addition, routeing 'scenarios' may be applied by the CFMU to help resolve particular
problems on particular days. These involve recommended or mandatory routes for
particular groups of flights or selected individual flights. Re-routes for groups of flights
will be published by the CFMU in an AIM (ATFM Information Message) or ANM
(ATFM Notification Message).

Re-routeing may include restricting the level of an aircraft to keep it out of a particular
ATC sector. This is known as level capping. Level capping scenarios are published for
groups of aircraft.

A list of available re-routeing and level capping scenarios is promulgated on the CFMU
website (http://www.cfmu.eurocontrol.int/rad).

Aircraft Operators (AOs) complying with a re-route or level capping requirement shall
cancel any existing flight plan and refile on the new route in accordance with the
Replacement Flight Plan procedure published in the IFPS Users Manual section of the
CFMU Handbook.

Slot Allocation Process

When no other option is available, a regulation will be applied by CFMU and departure
times will be issued in the form of a Calculated Take Off Time (CTOT). This is
facilitated by Computer Assisted Slot Allocation (CASA) algorithm within the
Enhanced Tactical Flow Management Systems (ETFMS).

The ETFMS is largely automated and functions from an Aircraft Operators point of
view in a passive mode. There is, therefore, no requirement to request a slot as the
act of filing a flight plan effectively constitutes a request.

Pre-planned or strategic ATFM regulations are promulgated by the CFMU one day in
advance by ATFM Notification Messages (ANM). All changes and tactical additions
are promulgated by ANM revision messages.

For flights subject to a regulation, ETFMS will send a Slot Allocation Message (SAM)
containing a CTOT at Estimated Off-Block Time (EOBT) - 2 hours. This will be sent to
the aerodrome of departure as well as the Aircraft Operator via AFTN or SITA.

Revisions to, or cancellations of, the last issued CTOT may be initiated by FMD, the
Aircraft Operator, or the FMP/ATC unit on behalf of the AO. AOs requiring assistance
should contact either the FMD Central Flow HELPDESK (Tel: 00-32-2-745-1901) or
the UK FMP (see paragraph 6.3).
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All CTOT revisions or cancellations are to be made using the ATFM message
exchange procedures described in the CFMU Handbook.

Full details of the Slot Allocation Process are published in the ATFM Users Manual
section of the CFMU Handbook.

Flight Planning

The ATFM rules for flight planning, as defined in ICAO Doc 7030, are:

a) For flights likely to be subject to ATFM measures Aircraft Operators shall submit
flight plans to IFPS at least 3 hours before the EOBT;

b) AOs filing flight plans for flights within the CFMU ATFM area or from within the
ATFM adjacent area and entering the ATFM area shall assume their flight is subject
to ATFM measures and subject to the requirement to submit a flight plan at least
3 hours before EOBT;

c) AOs should be aware that late filing of a flight plan may lead to a disproportionate
delay;

d) Full details of flight planning requirements within the CFMU ATFM area are
included in the CFMU ATFM Users Manual; and

e) It is also important that the EOBT of a flight is as accurate as possible. It is a
European requirement that all controlled flights departing, arriving or over-flying
Europe subject to a change in an EOBT of more than + or - 15 minutes shall notify
the change to the CFMU through IFPS. Modification procedures to enable Aircraft
Operators to meet this requirement are described below.

In all cases, it is in the best interest of Aircraft Operators to initiate prompt revisions
or cancellations, thus permitting the system to maximise use of available capacity and
minimise delay. The later the revision is made the greater the probability of a delay.

The correct application of the STS/ATFMEXEMPTAPPROVED procedure will ensure
that approved flights are not unnecessarily delayed (see paragraph 12 for details of
the ATFM exemption procedures).

Jet aircraft with a total sector length exceeding 220 nm

In order to reduce complexity in the London ACC airspace, and thus provide greater
capacity for all airspace users, the following flight planning restriction applies to all
aircraft operators filing flight plans, repetitive flight plans and subsequent change
messages for jet aircraft planning to operate in UK airspace.

Where the total sector length (including any portion outside the London/Scottish UIR/
FIR) exceeds 220 nm operators are to file a requested flight level for the entire route
at FL 250 or above unless prior approval has been given by the UK FMP.

Requests for such approval are to be made to the UK FMP on + 44 (0) 1489 588150.
UK FMPs Tactical Operations

The Network Manager (NM) at the UK FMP is responsible for the day to day
monitoring, planning and co-ordination of all ATFM measures affecting traffic
entering, leaving, overflying or remaining within the UK. The FMP is responsible for
all co-ordination between ATC and the FMD and for providing ATFM support to
Aircraft Operators.
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6.2 The Network Management Specialist (NMS) is responsible to the Network Manager
for monitoring delays and FMD regulations to optimise traffic flow through UK
sectors. The NMS will also undertake message exchanges with the FMD on behalf
of ATC or Aircraft Operators when required.

6.3 Responsibilities of the FMP

6.3.1 The UK has established a single H24 FMP to provide liaison between UK ATC and the
FMD as shown in Table 4.

FMP Location Area of Responsibility ACC Served
UK FMP London ACC London and Scottish FIRs/ | London ACC, London TCC,
UIRs, Shanwick OCA Manchester ACC, Scottish
and Oceanic ACCs
Table 4 UK FMP and areas of responsibilities

6.3.2  Operational ATFM enquires should normally be addressed to the UK FMP as shown
in the UK AIP ENR 1.9.

6.4 General ATFM enquiries should be addressed to:

Head of Traffic Management Services
Box 23

London Area Control Centre
Sopwith Way

Swanwick

Hampshire

SO31 7AY

Tel: +44 (0) 1489 612426
Fax: +44 (0) 1489 612131
AFTN: EGTTZDZX

SITA: LHRFMXS

Email: lan.Davis@nats.co.uk

7 Responsibilities of Aircraft Operators

7.1 Aircraft Operators shall inform themselves of and adhere to:

a) general ATFM procedures including flight plan filing and message exchange
requirements;

b) strategic ATFM measures (including Route Availability Document (RAD));

c) current ATFM measures (including specific measures applicable on the day of
operation, as promulgated by ANM or Flight Suspension (FLS) messages);

d) departure slots (CTOTs) issued by the FMD and procedures related to changes to
CTQOTs;

e) the CFMU requirement for the modification or delay of EOBT. This is particularly
important with the progressive implementation of CFMU Flight Activation
Monitoring (FAM) whereby flights not notified as being airborne within 30 minutes
of the notified ETOT or CTOT wiill receive a flight suspension message;

f) the sole responsibility to obtain a new CTOT if there is no RTF contact with the
TWR at CTOT; and

g) the correct procedure to be followed to obtain approval for the use of STS/
ATFMEXEMPTAPPROVED.
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In order to comply with a CTOT, Aircraft Operators need to plan the departure of a
flight so that the aircraft will be ready for start up in sufficient time to comply with